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To all Parents, School-Mafters, and 
Schoot-M ſtreſſes, or any that are 
concerned in the EDUCATION of 
Children. 


Dear Friends, 


Have often thought that Chriſ ſpeaks to you, 
as Pharaoh's daughter did to Moſes mother, 
take this child, and nurſe it for me. Con- 
ſider what a precious jewel is committed to your 
charge, what an advantage you have to ſhew your 
love to Chri/t, to ſtock the next generation with 


noble plants, and what a joyful Account you may 


make, if you be faithful: Remember, ſouls, Chriſt 
and grace cannot be overvalued. I confeſs you 
have ſome diſadvantages, but let that only excite 
your diligence ; the ſalvation of ſouls, the com- 
mendation of your maiter, the greatneſs of your 
reward and everlaſting glory, will pay for all. Re- 
member the devil is at work hard, wicked ones are 
induſtrious, and a corrupt nature is a rugged, knct- 
ty piece to hew : But be not diſcouraged : I am al- 
moſt as much afraid of your lazmeſs and unfaithful- 
neſs, as any thing. Do but go to work in good ear- 
neſt, and who knows but that rough ftone may prove 
a pillar in the temple of God? In the name of the 
Az living 
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To Parents and 

living God, as you will anſwer it ſhortly at his 
bar, I command you to be faithful in inſtructi 
and catechizing your young ones; if you think 
am too peremptory, I pray read the command 
from my maſter himſelt, Deut. vi. 7. Is not the 
duty clear? and dare you neglect ſo direct a com- 
mand ! Are the ſouls of your children of no value? 
Are you willing that they ſhould be brands of hell ? 
Are you indifterent whether they be damned or | 
faved ? Shall the devil run away with them without | 
controul ? Will not you uſe your utmoſt endeavour 
to deliver them from the wrath to come ? You ſee 
that they are not ſubjects uncapable of the grace of 
God ; whatever you think of them, Chriſt doth 
not ſlight them; they are not too little to die, they 
are not too little to go to hell, they are not too 
little to ſerve their great maſter, too little to go to 
heaven; Fer of ſuch is the kingdom of God; and 
will not a poſſibility of their converſion and ſalva- 
tion, put you upon the greateſt diligence to teach 
them ? Or are Chriſt and heaven, and falvation, 
ſmall things with you ? if they be, then indeed I 
have done with you : but if they be not, I beſeech 
you lay about you with all your might ; the devil 
knows your time is going apace, it will ſhortly be 
too late. O therefore what you do, do quickly, 
and do it I ſay, with all your might; O pray, 
pray, pray, and live holily before them, and take 
ſome time daily to ſpeak a little to your children, 
one by one, about their miſerable condition by na- 
ture ; I knew a child that was converted by this 
ſentence, from a godly ſchool-miſtreſs in the coun- 
try, Every mother's child of you are by nature child- 
dren of wrath, Put your children upon learning 
their catechiſm, and the ſcriptures, and getting to 
pray and weep by themſelves after Chriſ: as 


Teachers of Children. 


Reed of their company; take heed of pardonirg 
a lye; take heed of letting them nuſ-ipend the 
ſabbath ; put them, I beſeech you, upon imita- 
tating theſe ſweet children; let them read this 
book over an hundred times, and obſerve how they 
are effected, and aſk them what they think of thoſe 
children, and whecher they would not be ſuch ? and 
follow what you do with earneſt cries to God, and 
be in travel to ſee Chriſt formed in their ſouls. I 


have prayed for you, I have oft prayed for your 


children and I love them dearly ; and I have pray- 
ed over theſe papers, that God would ſt'ike in 
with them, and make them effectual to the good 
of their ſouls. Incou age your children to read 
this book, and lead them to improve it. 
preſented, is faithfuily taken from experienced, ſo- 
lid chriſtiane, ſore of them no way related to ihe 
ch'ldren, who themſelves were eye and ear witneßes 


of God's works of wonder; or from my own 
knowledge, or from reverend godly miniſters, and 


from perſons that are of unſpotted reputation, for 
holineſs, integrity, and wiſdom ; and ſeveral paſſa- 
ges are taken verbatim in writing from their dying 
lips. I may add many other excellent examples, 
if I have any encouragement in this piece, which 
the author had done, in the S-cond Part. That the 
young generation may be far more excellent than 


this, is the prayer of one that dearly loves little 


children. 


. James JANEWAY. 
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PREFACE, 


_ Containing 


DiztcTIoNs to CHILDREN, 


other good children have done, and remem- 

ber bow they abept and prayed by them- 
flees ? hiw earnefily they cried cnt for an intereſt 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; a) you now read haww 
dutiful they wwere to their parents? how diligent at 
their books ? beau ready to learn the ſcripture and 
their catechiſms ? Can zou forget what queſtions they 
abere wont to aſe ? How much they feared a he, 
how much they abhorred naughty company, how holy 
they live, how dearly they were loved, how joyfully 


* OU may now hear (my dear lambs) what 


they died? 


But tell me, my dear children, and tell me truly, 
do you do as theſe children did? Did you ever ſee your 


miſcrable flate by nature? Did you ever get by yourſelf 


and weep for fin and pray for grace and pardon ? Did 
you ever go to your father and mother, maſter, or miſ- 
treſi, and beg of them to pity you, aud pray for you, and 
to teach you what you ſhall do to be ſaved, what 


you ſhall da to get Chriſt, heaven and glory? yt 
Hou 


The Preface: 


thou love to be tanght good things? Come tell me 
truly, my dear child, for I would fain do what 7 
can pofubly. to keep thee from falling into everlaſt- 
ing fire. I ewould fain have thee one of theſe lit- 
tle ones, which Chrifl avill take into his arms and 
bleſs. How doft thou ſpend thy time? Is it in play 
and idleneſs, and with aviced children? Dare you 
take God's name in vain, or ſwear, or tell a he? 
Dare you do any thing which your parents forbit you. 
and neglet to do what they command yeu ? Do 
you dare to run up and down upon the Lord's d? 
Or do you keep in to read your book, and to learn 
what your good parents command you? What do you 
fay, child? Which of theſe two ſorts are you of ? 
Let me talk a little with you, and aſk you a few 
queſtions. 

1. Were not theſe children ſæbeet children, ewhich 
feared God, and were duliful to their farents ? 
Did not their fathers and mothers, and every body 
that fears God, hve them and praiſe them] What 
do you think is become of them, naw they are dead 
and gone? Why, they are gone to heaven, and are 
fenging hallelujahs avith the angels: they ſee glori- 
ous things, and having nothing but joy and pleaſure, 
they ſpall never fin any more, they ſhall never le 
beat any more, they ſhall never be ſich, or in pain 


any more. | 


2. And would you not have your fathers ht, 
your mothers commendation, your maſters good word * 
Weould you not have Gd and Chrift love you ? And 
would not you fain go to heaven awhen you die? Aud 
live with your godly parents in glory, and be Be 

or eber? | 

3. Whither, ds you think, thi + children go auen 
they die, that will not do what they are bid, but 
play the truant, and lie, and fpeak naughty words 

A. 4 | aud 


* 
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42d break the ſabbath ? Whither do ſuch children 

go, do you think ? why, I will tell you, they which WM «© 
lie, muſt go to their father the devil into everlaſting 
burning; they which never pray, God will pur out 
his wrath upon them ; and when they beg and pray b 
in hell fire, God will not forgive them, but thre $ 
they muſt lie for ever. 
4. And are you willing to go to hell to be burned 7 
 ewith the devil and his angels? Would you be in the l 
Same condition as naughty children? O hell is à ter- 4 
rible place, that's worſe a thouſand times than whip: 
ping, Gcdis anger is worſe than your father's anger; 
and are you willing to anger God? O child, this 7s c/ 


moft certainly true, that all that be wicked and die ſo, a. 
muſt be turned into hell ; and if any be once there, h 
there is no coming out again. on 


3. Would you not do any thing in the «world rather 2 
than be thrown ixto hell fire? Would you not do any te 
thing in the world to get Chriſt, grace and glory. U 

6. Well now, what. will you do ? will you read cl 
this boch a little, becauſe your goed mother will make i © 
you do it, ond becauſe it is a little new book, but au . 

ſr. as ever you have done, run away to play, and i © 
newer think of it | 

7. Hoxv art thou now effeated, poor child, in the A 
rea ing of this book-? Have you jhed ever a tear fince ck 
von began reading ? Have you been by yourſelf upon 2 

5 vour knees; and breging, that God awould make you C 
like theſe bleſſed children! Or are you, as you uſed to 
be, as careleſs and fooliſh, and diſobedient, and wicked de 
as ever re, 

8. Did you never hear of a little child that died? Jes 
And if ether children die, avhy may net you be fick and 
die ? And what aui you do then, child, if you ſhould S 
have no grace in your heart, and be found like other I 
naughty children ® | w 

| | 9. Heww 
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not God's child ? . 

10. Wilt theu tarry any longer, my dear child, 
before thou run ints thy chamber, and beg of God to 
ive thee Chriſt for thy ſoul, that thou mayft not 
undone for ever ® Wilt thou get preſently into a 
corner to aueep and pray? Methinks I ſee that pretty - 
lamb begin to aweep, and think of getting by himſelf, 
and will, as well as he can, cry unto the Lord, to 
make bim one of theſe little ones that go into the 
kingdom of heaven ; methinks there lands a faveet 
child, and there another, that are —_— for Chriſt 
and for heaven: methinks that little boy looks as if 
he had a mind to learn good things: methinks I hear 
one ſay, well, I will never tell a the more, I will 
never keep any naughty boys company more, they awill 


teach me to favear, and they will ſpeak naughty 


words, they do not love God? I'll learn my cate- 
chiſm, and get my mother to teach me to pray, and 
vill go weep and cry to Chriſt, and will not be quiet 
till the Lord hath given me grace. O that's my brave 
child indeed ? 

11. But will you not quickly forget your promiſe ?. 
Are you reſolved, by the firength of Chriſt, to be a good 
child? Are you indeed? Nay, but are you indeed? 
Confider, dear child, God calls you to remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth ; and he takes it 
kindly when little ones come to him, and loves them 
dearly, and godly people, eſpecially parents, and mas- 
ters and miſtreſſes, they have no greater joy than to 
Jee their children walk in the away of ak. 

Nox tell me, my pretty dear child, what will you do? 
Shall I make you a book? Shall I pray for you, and in- 
treat you Shall your good mother aveep over you And 
vill not you make us all 25 by your turning quick- 


5 ly 


9. How do yeu know but that you may be the next » 
child that may die? And where are you thin if yeu be 
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ly to the Lord? S*all Chrift tell you that he wxll eue 

youd And will not you love him? Will you flrive to g. 

be like thefe children ?. I am pirſuaded that God in- G 

tends to do goed to the ſouls of jome little children by t 

theſe papers, becauſe he hath laid it ſo much upon my 2 
beart to pray for them, and over theſe papers, and 
through mercy 1 hawe alreaay experienced, that ſome- fa 
thing of this nature hath not been in wain. T1 ſhall th 


g 
þ 


give a word of directions, and ſo leave you. th 

I. Take heed of what you knew is naught, as ly- hi 

ing; O that is a grievous fault indeed, and naughty 2 
| «words, and taking the Lord's name in vain, and play- do 


ing upon the Lord's day, and keeping bad company, 2 
and playing with ungodly children: But if you go to ch 
ſchool cvith ſucb, tell them, that God will nct love fo 
them, but that the devil will hade them, if they con- 10 


tinue to be fo naught. an 

2. Do what your father and mother bids you chear- th, 
Fully ; and take heed of doing any thing that they for- 1. 
bid you. 


3. Be diligent in reading the ſcripture, and learn- di. 
ing your catechiſm; ard what you do not-underſtand, un 


1 be fure aſh the mearing of. qu: 
| 4. Think a little ſemetimes by yourſelf about Gd hy 
; and heaven, and your ſoul, and what Chriſt came in- my 

to the world for. me 


5. Aud if yeu have 10 great mind to do thus, gr, 
but had rather be at play, then think, aubat it is 
\ what makes me that I wo not care for good things; thi 
| is this like one of Ged's dear children? I am afraid tal 
Jam none of God's child, I feel I do not love to 
come unto him: O! 'What hall I da! Either 1 2 
ill be God's child or the devil's: O what Hall I | [7 
do ? I would nat be the devil's child for any thing in 17 
the aver. 
| 6. Then 


- 


u . 


. 6 vu 


8 ht 


| God's child; and tell them that thou ari afraid, and 


father, haſt thou not a bleſſing for me thy poor little 
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6. Then go to your father or mother, or ſumt 
good perſon, and aſe them what thou ſhalt do to be 


that thou canjt not be contented till thou haſt got the 
love of God. 

7. Get by thyſelf, into the chamber or garret, and 
fall upon thy knees, and weep and mcurn, and tell Chriſt 
thou art afraid that he doth not love thee, Gat that 
thou would fain have his lobe; beg of him to give thee 
his grace and pardon for thy fins, and that he would 
make thee his child : tell God then dojl not care wvho 
don't love thee, if God will but love thee, ſay to him, 


child ? Father, haſt thou not a tleſſing for me, even 
fer me? O pive me an intereſt in Chriſt ! O let me 
not be undone for ever ! Thus beg, as fer your lives, 
and be not contented till you have an anſwer ; and 4o 
thus every day, ⁊uith as much earneſineſs as you can, 
twice a- day at leafl, 

8. Give yourſelf up to Chrift, ſay dear Jeſus, thou 
aiaft bid that little children ſhuuld be ſuffered to come 
unto thee, and Lord, I am come as well as I can, 
avould fain be thy child; take my heart, and make it 
humble, and meek, and ſenſible, and obedient. I give 
myſelf unto thee, dear Jeſus, do what thou wilt with 
me, fo that thou will but love me, and give me thy. 
grace and glory. _ : 

9. Get acquainted with godiy people, and at 
blen good queſtions, and endeavour to love their 
talk. 

10. Labour to get a dear love for Chriſt ; read the 
hiftory of Chriſt's ſufferings, and aſt the reaſon of his 
ſufferings, and never be content till you ſee your need.- 
of Chrift, and the excellency and uſe of Chriſt. 

11. Hear the moſt powerful minifters, and read 

| 4S> the 


x 


The Preface. 
the moſt ſearching book, and get your father to buy you 


- ſuch as are ſerious and inſtructiue. 

12. Reſolve to continue in well-duing all your days; 
then thou ſhalt be one of theſe feeet little ones that 
Chriſt will take into his arms, and bleſs, and give 
kingdom, crown and glory to. And now dear chil- 

þ dren I have done, I have written to you, I have pray- 
ed for you ; but what you wilt te, I can't tell, O 
ehildren, if you love me, if you lowe your pargnts, if 
| you love your ſouls, if you would eſcape hell fire, and 
1 if you would live in heaven when you die, do you 7 
| and do as theſe good children. And that you may be 
1 


| 
: 
| 


your parents joy, your country's honour, and live in 
God's fear, and die in his love, is the prayer of your il © 
dear friend, DALE 


| 85 J. Janeway. 
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CHILDREN. 
| The Firſt Part. : 


EEAMNET LS I. 


Of one eminently converted, between eight 
and nine years old, with an account of her 


life and death. 


RS. Sarah Howley, when ſhe was between 
eight and nine years old, was carried by her 
triends to hear a ſermon, where the miniſter preach- 
ed upon Mat. xi. 13. My yoke is eaſy, and my burden 
is light: in the applying of which ſcripture, this 
child was mightily awakened, and made deeply ſen- 
ſible of the condition of her ſou], and her need of 
Chriſt ; ſhe wept bitterly to think what a caſe ſhe 
was in; and went home and got by herſelf into a 
chamber, and upon her knees the wept and cried to 
the Lord as well as ſhe could, which might eaſily 
be perceived by her eyes and countenance, 

2. She was not contented at this, but ſhe got her 
little brother and ſiſter into a chamber with her, and 
told them of their condition by nature, and wept 
over them, and prayed with them and for them. 


K 3. After 


no known fin, 


2 «. A Token 


3. After this ſhe heard another ſermon upon Prov. 
xxix. 1. He that, being often reproved, hardneth his 
heart, ſhall ſuddenly be defiroyed, and that without 
remedy at which the was more affected than before, 
and was ſo exceeding ſollicitous about her ſoul, that 
ſne ſpent a great part of the night in weeping and 
praying, and could ſcarce take any reſt day or night 
for ſome time together, deſiring with all hey ſoul to 
eſcape from everlaſting flames, and to get an intereſt 
in the Lord Jefus; O what ſhould ſhe do for Chriſt ! 
what ſhould ſhe do to be ſaved! 

4. She gave herſelf much to attending upon the 
ward preached, and ſtill continued very tender un- 
der it, greatly favouring what ſhe heard. 

4 She was very much in ſecret prayer, as might 
eaſily be perceived by thoſe who liſtened at the 
chamber door, and was uſually very importunate, 
full of tears. 

6. She could ſcarce ſpeak of fin, or be ſpoke to, 
but fer heart was ready to melt, 


7. She ſpent much time in reading the ſcripture, 


and a book called The bet friend in the worſt of 
times; by which the work of God was much pro- 
moted upon her ſoul, and was much directed by it 


how to get acquaintance with God, eſpecially to- 


ward the end of that book. Another book that 
ſhe was much delighted with, was Mr. Swwinnock's 


Chriſtian Man's Calling, and by this ſhe was taught 


in this meaſure to make religion her buſineſs. The 
Spiritual Bre was a great companion of hers. 

8. She was exceeding dutiful to her parents, very 
loath to grieve them in the leaſt: and if ſhe had at 
any time (which was very rare) offended them ſhe 
would weep bitterly. ; 

9. She abhorred lying, and allowed herſelf in 


10. She 


For Children $2 | 
» 10. She was very conſcientious in ſpending of ß 
is time, and hated idleneſs, and ſpent her whole time 

t Neither in praying, reading, inſtructing at her needle, 
>, Wat _— the was very ingenious. 

t When ſhe was at ſchool, ſhe was eminent for 

d * en teachableneſs, meekneſs and modeſty, 

it I ſpeaking little; but when ſhe did ſpeak, it was uſu- 

to Tally ſpiritual. 

it | 12. She continued in this courſe of religions 

t | duties for ſome years together. 

13. When ſhe was about fourteen years old, ſhe 
ne brake a vein in her lungs (as is ſuppoſed) and oft 
n- cid ſpit blood, yet did a little recover again, but 

had ſeveral dar gerous relapſes. 
ht | 14. At the beginning of January laſt ſhe was 
he taken very bad again, in which ickneſs ſhe was 
te, in great diſtreſs of ſoul. When ſhe was firſt taken 

ſhe ſaid, O mother, pray, pray, pray tor me, for 
to, Patan is ſo buſy that I cannot pray tor yield 3 1 

ſee I am undone without Chriſt, and a pardon ! O, 
re, Þ am undone unto all eternity! 9 
ef Þ 15. Her mother knowing how ſerious ſhe had ol 
ro- Peen formerly, did a little wonder that ſhe ſhould ! 
it pe in ſuch agonies: upon which her mother aſked 
to- Fer what fin it was that was ſo burthenſome to her 
hat Wpirits : O mother, ſaid ſhe, it is not any particular 
's Nia of omiſſion or commiſſion, that ſticks ſo cloſe to 
ght ny conſcience, as the fin of my nature; 3 
"he he blood of Chrift, that will damn me. 

16. Her mother aſked her, what ſhe ſhould 1 
ery For, for her; ſhe anſwered, That I may have a 
| at Yaving knowledge of fin and Chriſt : and that I 
nay have an aſſurance of God's love to my ſoul. 
ler mother aſked her why ſhe did ſpeak ſo little 
o the miniſter that came to her? She anfwered,. f 
at it was her duty with patience and _—_ to 4 


2 
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learn of them: and it was exceeding painful to he: 
to ſpeak to any. 

17. One time when ſhe fell into a fit ſhe cried 
out, O I am going, I am going : but what ſhall 
I do to be ſaved? Sweet Lord Jeſus I will lye at 
thy feet, and if I periſh it ſhall be at the fountain of 
thy mercy. | 

18. She was much afraid of preſumption, and 
dreaded a miſtake in the matters of her ſoul, and 
would be often putting up ejaculations to God, to 
deliver her from deceiving herſelf. To inſtance in 
one: Great and mighty God, give me faith and 
true faith, Lord, that I may not be a fooliſh virgin, 
having a lamp and no oy]. 

19. She would many times be laying hold upon 
the promiſes, and plead them in prayer. That 
in Mat. xi. 28. 29. was much on her tongue, and 
no ſmall relief to her ſpirit. How many times 
would ſhe cry out, Lord, haſt thou not ſaid, Co 
unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, ond | 
avill give you reſt. 

20. Another time her father bid her be of good 
cheer, becauſe ſhe was going to a better father; 
at which ſhe was much affected, and ſaid, but 
how do I know that? I am a poor ſinner that 
wants aſſurance ; O for aſſurance! It was ſtill her 
note, O for aſſurance, This was her great, earneſt 
and conſtant requeſt, to all that came to her, to 
beg aſſurance for her ; and,. poor heart, ſhe would 
look with ſo much eagerneſs upon them, as if ſhe 
defired nothing in the world ſo much as that they 
would pity her, and help her with their prayers; 
never was poor creature more earneſt for any thing, 
than ſhe was for an aſſurance, and the light 0 
God's countenance; O the piteous moan that ſhe 


would make! O the agonies that her ſoul was int 
| 21. Het 


. ; en, Ae 
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ne: 21. Her mother aſked her, if God ſhould ſpare 
her life, how ſhe would live? Truly mother, ſaid 
ied ! ſhe, we have ſuch baſe hearts, that I cannot tell; 
all we are apt to promiſe great things when we are 
at fick, but when we are recovered, we are as ready 
r of ff to forget our ſelves, and turn again unto folly ; but 
I hope I ſhall be more careful of my. time, and my 
ind ſoul, than I have been. | | 
ind 22. She was full of natural affection to her pa- 
to] rents, and very careful leſt her mother ſhould be 
in tired out with much watching: her mother ſaid, 
and how ſhall I bear parting with thee, when I have 
gin, ſcarce dryed my eyes A thy brother? She an- ; 
ſwered, the God of love ſupport and comfort you: | 
pon] it is but a little while, and we ſhall meet in glory, " 
hat I hope. She being very weak, could ſpeak but ll 


and little, therefore her mother ſaid, child, if thou haſt 
any comfort. lift up thy hand; which ſhe did. 

23. The Lord's day before that in which ſhe {4 
died, a kinſman of hers came to ſee her, and aſk- [ 
ing of her, whether ſhe knew him ; ſhe anſwered, | 
yea, I know you, and I deſire you would learn to 4 
know Chriſt; you are young, but you know not | 
how ſoon you may diez and O to die without | 
Chriſt it is a fearful thing : O redeem time! O | 
time, time, time, precious time ! Being requeſted 
by him not to ſpend herſelf, ſhe ſaid, dhe would | 
fain do all the gaod ſhe cauld while ſhe lived, and | 
when ſhe was dead too, if poſſible; upon which ac- 4 
count, ſhe deſired that a ſermon might be preach- 
ed at the funeral concerning the preciouſneſs of 
time, O that young ones would now remember 
their creator | 

24. Some miniſters that came to her, did with 
earneſtneſs beg that the Lord would pleaſe to give 
in! || her ſome token for gocd, that ſhe might go off 

triumph- 


to ſeveral churches. 
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triumphing,. and bills of the ſame nature were ſent 


25. After ſhe had long waited for an anſwer of 
their prayers, ſhe ſaid, Well, I will venture my foul 
upon Chri ff. 

26. She carried it with wonderful patience, and 
yet would often pray that the Lord would give her 
more patience, which the Lord anſwered to aſtoniſh. 
ment; for conſidering the pains and agonies that ſhe} 
was in, her patience was next to a wonder: Lord, 
Lord, give me patience, ſaid ſhe, that I may na 
diſhonour thee. 

27. Upon Thur/day, aſter long waiting, great 
fears, and many prayers, when all her friend; 
— ſhe had been paſt ſpeaking, to the al. 
toniſhment of her friends ſhe broke forth thus, 
with a very audible voice, and chearful counte. 
nance : Lord, thou haſt promiſed, that whoſoeve: 
comes unto thee, thou wilt in no ways caſt out ;Mfrai, 
Lord, I come unto thee, and ſurely thou wil zou; 
in no ways caſt me out. O fo ſweet! O ſo gh. 
rious is Jeſus! O, I have the ſweet and glorious ! 
Jeſus ; he is ſweet, he is ſweet, he is ſweet ! Ofleu 
the admirable love of God in ſending Chriſt ! 0 
free grace to a poor loſt creature! And thus ſieſhou 
ran on repeating, many of theie things an hundred 
times over; but her friends were ſo aſtoniſhed to 
ſee her in this divine rapture, and to hear ſuch 
gracious words, and her prayers and deſires ſatiſ. 
_ that they could not write a quarter of what ſhe 20 

oke. | | 

F 28. When her ſoul was thus raviſhed with theo a 
love of Chriſt, and her tongue ſo highly ingaged n. 
in the magnifying of God, her father, brethrenB.,, 
and ſiſters, with others of the family, were called, 


co gr. 
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> whom ſhe ſpake particularly, as her ſtrength 


ould give leave. She gave her bible as a legacy 


» one of her brothers, and defired him to ule 


at well for her ſake; and added, to him and 
e reſt, O make uſe of time to get Chriſt for 
our ſouls; ſpend no time in running up and 
own in playing; O get Chriſt for- your ſouls 
hile you are young ; remember now your. Creator 
fore you come to a fick bed; put not off this 
reat work till then, for then you will find it a 
ard work indeed. I know by experience, the 
evil will tell you it is time enough, and ye are 
oung, what need you to be in ſuch haſte? You 
ill have time enough when you are old. But 
ere ſtands one (meaning her grandmother) that 
ays behind, and I that am but young, am going 


Jefore her. O therefore make your calling and 


lection ſure, while you are in health. But I am 
fraid this will be but one night's trouble to your 
oughts ; but remember, theſe are the words of 
dying ſiſter. O if you knew how good Chriſt 
as! O if you had but one taſte of his ſweetneſs, 
ou would rather go to him a thouſand times than 
ay in this wicked world. I would not for ten 
ouſand, and ten thouſand worlds, part with my 
tereſt in Chriſt, O how happy am I, that I am 
oing to everlaſting joys! I would not go back 
gain for twenty thouſand worlds, and will you not 
ve to get an intereſt in Chriſt. 

29. After this, looking upon one of her father's 
rrvants, ſhe ſaid, what ſhall I do? what ſhall I 
0 at the great day, when Chriſt ſhall ſay to me, 
ome thou bleſſed of my father, inherit the kingdom 
repared for thee: and ſhall ſay to the wicked, Go 
bou curſed into the lake that burns for ever? What 
grief is it for me to think, that I ſhall ſee any, 


= 
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of my friends, that I knew upon earth, turned im 
that lake that burns for ever! O that word fo 


ever, remember that for ever ! I ſpeak theſe word 3+: 
to you, but they are nothing, except God ſpeak g. 
you too; O pray, pray, pray that God would giv ight 


you grace! and then ſhe prayed, O Lord, fini 
thy work upon their fouls ; it will be my comfol 
to ſee you in glory, but it will be your everl: ſting 
happineſs. 

30. Her 1 told her ſhe ſpent herſe 
too much; ſhe ſaid, I care not for that, if I coul 
do any ſoul good, O with what vehemence di 
ſhe "my as if her heart were in every word (is 

e 


31. She was full of divine ſentences, and almol 
all her diſcourſe, from the firſt to the laſt, in th 
time of her ſickneſs, was about her ſofil, Chriff 
ſweetneſs, and the ſouls of others, in a word, lik: 
a continued ſermon. 1 

32. Upon Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch ſive 
diſcoyerics of God's love, ſhe was exceeding d 
ſirous to die, and cried out, Come Lord Jeſu: 
come quickly, conduct me to thy tabernacle, I an 
a poor creature without thee; but Lord Jeſus, m 
ſoul lopgs to be with thee ; O when ſhall it be 
Why not now, dear jeſus? Come Lord Jeſus, com: 
quickly; but why do I ſpeak thus? Thy time 
dear Lord, is the beſt; O give me patience ! 

33. Upon Saturday ſhe ſpoke very little {be 
ing very drowſy) yet now and then ſhe dropt / 
theſe words, How long ſweet Jeſus ? Fill 
thy work, come away ſweet dear Lord Jeſus 
come quickly; ſweet Lord help, come away, now 
now, dear Jeſus come quickly ; good Lord giv 
patience to me to wait thy appointed time, Lord 
Jeſus help me, help me, help me. Thus at ſeveral): 
time 


for Children. © al 


es (when out of her fleep; for ſhe was aſleep the 
eateſt part of the day. 

34. Upon the Lord's Day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
ing, but much defired that bills of thankſgiving 


gu eht be ſent to thoſe who had formerly been 
niFaying for her, that they might help her to praiſe 
4- Woe for that full aſſurance that he had given her of 
ſtin 


love; and ſeemed to be much ſwallowed u 

Wich the thoughts of God's free love to her ſou, 
e oft commended her ſpirit into the Lord's hands; 
xd the laſt words which ſhe was heard to ſpeak, 
ere theſe, Lord help, Lord Jeſus help, dear Jeſus, 
eſſed Jeſus. And thus upon the Lord's day, 
tween nine and ten of the clock in the forenoon, 
Wc llept ſweetly in Jeſus, and began an everlaſting 
bath, February 19, 1670. 


DXM LE H. 


a child that was admirably affected with 
the things of God, when he was between 
com 7300 and three years old; with a brief ac- 


time count of his life and death. 


Bs Certain little child, when he could not 
Finn 4 1 ſpeak plain, would be crying after God, 
Jeſus d was greatly deſirous to be taught good 


ings. | 

ire 2. He could not endure to be put to bed with- 
Lott family duty, but would put his parents upon 
vera), and would with much devotion kneel down, 
time and 


j | 
zl 
| 

J 


duty was at an end, without the leaſt ex preſſi 


bitterly. 
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and with great patience and delight continue | 


of being weary ; and he ſeemed never fo well plex 
ed, as when he was ingaged in duty. 

3. He could not be ſatished with family dug 
but he would be oft upon his knees, by himſelf, 
one corner or other. 

4. He was much delighted to hear the word 
'God either read or preached. 

5. He loved to go to ſchool, that he mig 
learn ſomething of God, and would obſerve an 
take great notice of what he had read, and con 
home and ſpeak of it with much affection; and! 
would rejoice in his book, and ſay to his motha 
O mother! I have had a ſweet leſſon to day, w 
you pleaſe to give me leave to fetch my book t 
you may hear it? | 

6. As he grew up he was more and more affe( 
ed with the things of another world ; ſo that 
we had not received our information from 0 
that” is of undoubted fidelity, it would ſeem i 
credible. 

7. Hequickly learned to read the ſcriptures, ar 
would, with great reverence, tenderneſs and grout 
read till tears and ſobs were ready to hinder him. 

8. When he was at ſecret prayer, he would we 

9. He was wont oftentimes to complain of t 
naughtineſs of his heart, and ſeemed to be muc 
grieved for the corruption of his nature, and | 
actual fin. | 

10. He had a vaſt underſtanding in the things 
God, even to a wonder, for one of his age. 

11. He was much troubled for the wandering ( x 
his thoughts in duty, and that he could not kee“ 
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i heart always fixed upon God, and the work he 
23 about, and his affections conſtantly raiſed. 

12. He kept a watch over his heart, and ob- 
rved the workings of his foul, and would com- 
lain chat they were ſo vain and fooliſh, and ſo 
tle buſied about ſpiritual things. 

13. As he grew up, he grew daily in knowledge 
d experience, and his carriage was fo heavenly, 
d his diſcourſe ſo excellent and experimental, 
it it made thoſe which heard it, even aſtoniſhed. 
14. He was exceeding importunate with God in 
Wuty and would ſo plead with him, and uſe ſuch 
ments in prayer, that one would think it were 
npoſſible it thould enter into the heart of a child; 
e would beg, and expoſtulate, and weep, ſo that 
pmetimes it could not be kept from the ears of 
eighbours ; one of the next houſe was forced to cry 
ut, the prayers and tears of that child will fink me 
hell, becauſe by it he condemns my neglect of 
rayer, and my flight performance of it. 

15. He was very fearful of wicked company, 
nd would oft beg of God to keep him from it, 
nd that he might never be pleaſed in them that 
Wok delight in diſpleaſing of God; and when 
2 was at any time in hearing of their wicked 
4 wei ords, taking the Lord's name in vain, or ſwear- 
g, or any filthy words, it would even make him 
emble, and ready to go home and weep. 
mud 6. He abhorred lying, with his ſoul. 
17. When he had committed any fault, he was 
ally convinced of it, and would get in Tome corner 
nd ſecret place, and with tears beg pardon of God, 
nd ſtrength againſt ſuch a ſin. He, had a friend 
at oft watched him, and liſtned at his chamber- 
or, from whom I received this nurrative. 

| 18. When 
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18. When he had been aſked, whether he wou 
commit ſuch a ſin again, he would never promis 
abſolutely, becauſe he ſaid his heart was naught 
but he would weep, and ſay, he hoped by th 
grace of God he ſhould not. Te” 1 

19. When he was left at home alone upon MIt 
Sabbath days, he would be ſure not to ſpend an 
part of the day in idleneſs and play, but be buſie 
in praying, reading in the bible, and getting off 
his catechiſm. | ber, 

20. When other children were playing, he wobl 
many a time and oft be praying. 
. 21. One day a certain perſon was difcourſin 

with him about the nature, offices, and excellen 
of Chriſt, and that he alone can ſatisfy for ou 
ſins, and merit everlaſting life for us, and aboi 
other of the great myſteries of redemption ; | 
ſeemed ſavingly to underſtand them, and was great 
ly delighted with the diſcourſe. 

22. One ſpeaking concerning the reſurreQion 6 
the body, he did acknowledge it, but that th 
ſame weak body that was buried in the churd 
yard, (ſhould be raiſed again, he thought ve 
ſtrange, but with admiration yielded, that nothin 
was impoſſible to God; and that very day he wal 
taken ſick unto death. | 

23. A friend of his aſked him whether he w 
willing to die, when he was firſt taken ſick; he an 
ſwered no; becauſe he was afraid of his ſtate as 
another world: Why child, ſaid the other, thc 
didſt pray for a new heart, for an humble, and 
fincere heart, and I have heard thee ; didſt tho 
not pray with thy heart? I hope I did, ſaid he. 

24. Not long after, the ſame perſon aſked hi 
again, whether he were willing to die? He anſwe 
ed, now I am willing, for I ſhall go to Chriſt. 5 

25. 00 


\ 
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25. One aſked him what ſhould become of his 
ifter, if he ſhould die and leave her? He anſwered, 
lde will of the Lord muſt be done. 
4 26. He ſtill grew weaker and weaker, but car- 
ed it with a great deal of ſweetneſs and patience, 
aiting for his change, and at laſt did chearfully 
ommit his ſpirit unto the Lord ; calling upon his 
ame, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, Lord Jefas, in 
zhoſe boſom he ſweetly ſlept, dying, as I remem- 
ber, when he was about ſix years old. 
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EXAMPLE III. 


Df 2 little Girl that was wrought upon when 
ſhe was between four and five years old, 
with ſome account of her holy life and 
nl triumpbant death. 


rele. ARY A. when ſhe was between four and 
five years old, was greatly affected in hear- 
ig the word of God, and became very ſollicitous 
bout her ſoul and everlaſting condition, weeping 
itterly to think what would become of her in an- 
ther world, aſking many queſtions concerning God 
und Chriſt, and her own ſoul. So that this little 
lary, before ſhe was full five years old, ſeemed to 
thonind the one thing needful, and to chooſe the bet- 
er part, and fate at the feet of Chriſt many a time 
nd oft with tears. ; 
2. She was wont to be much in ſecret duty, and 
Hany times come off from her knees with tears. 
3- She would chooſe ſuch times and places for ſe- 
et duty, as might render her leſs obſerved by 
B others 
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others, and did endeavour what ſhe poſſibly equl 


to conceal what ſhe was doing, when ſhe was en gainf 
gaged in ſecret duty. : | Jain, 
4. She was greatly afraid of hypocriſy, and fff” 
doing any thing to be ſeen of men, and to get confbers, 
mendation and praiſe ; and when ſhe had heard o ien 
of her brothers ſaying, that he bad been by him ©©* 
at prayer, ſhe rebuked him ſharply, and told hung 
how. little ſuch prayers were like to profit him, au Wh: 
that it was little to his praiſe to pray like a hypo" 
crite, and to be glad that any ſhould know what } all 
had been doing | | Perail 
5. Her mother being full of ſorrow after ins- 
death of her huſband, this child came to her mi. 
ther, and aſked her why ſhe wept fo exceedin gh“. 
Her mother anſwered, ſhe had cauſe enough bath 
weep, becauſe her father was dead: No, dear mi t'*? 
ther, ſaid the child, you have no occaſion to W bre 
ſo much, for God is a good God ſtill to you. at 
6. She was a dear lover of faithful miniſters. Ou Per U 
time, after ſhe had been hearing of Mr. IS ita, 
ſhe ſaid, I love that man dearly, for the ſwet dre 
words that he ſpeaks concerning Chrilt. rd's 
7. Her book was her delight, and what ſhe dj} © 
read, ſhe loved to make her own, and cared not .= 
paſſing over what ſhe learned, without extraordifÞ'>' © 
nary obſervations and underſtanding. and man res C 
times ſhe was ſo *rangely affected in reading of ü m 
ſcriptures, that ſhe would burſt out into tears, at it the 
would hardly be pacified ; ſo greatly was ſhe take le cl 
with Chriſt's ſufferings, the zeal of God's ſervant *, 2 
the danger of a natural ſtate. th he 
8. She would complain oftentimes of the c!“ 
ruption of her nature, of the hardneſs of paſl 
heart, that ſhe could repent no more thoroughlf <2» 
er; e 


and be no more humble and grie ved for her fi 
again 
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1 good God, and when ſhe did thus com- 
"Wain, it wgs with abundance of tears. | 
9. She was greatly concerned ſor the ſouls of 
hers, and grieved to think of the miſerable con- 
tion that they were in upon this account ; when 
> could handiomely, ſhe would be putting in ſome- 
ing concerning Chriſt ; but above all, ſhe would 
What ſhe could to draw the hearts of her bre- 
ren and ſiſters after Chriſt : and there was no 
all hopes, that her example and good counſel did 
evail with ſome of them when they were very 
Nong, to get into corners to pray, and to aſk very 
W:cious queſtions about the things of God. 

10. She was very conſcientious in keeping the 
bath, ſpending the whole time either in reading 
praying, or learning her catechiſm, or teaching 
r brethren and fiſters. One time when the was 
t at home upon the | ord's day, ſhe got ſome 
her little children together, with her brothers and 
ers, and inſtead of playing (as other naughty 
ildren uſe to do) ſhe told them, that that was tne 
rd's day, and that they ought to remember that 
y to keep it holy ; and then ſhe told them, how 
as to be ſpent in religious exerciſes all the day 
g, except ſo much as was to be taken up in the 
ks of neceſſity and mercy ; then ſhe prayed with 
m herſelf, and, among other things, begged 
it the Lord would give grace and wiſdom to thoſe 
Je children, that they might know how to ſerve. 
: as one of thoſe little ones in the company 
th her told afterwards. 1 1 
Iii. She was a child of great tenderneſs and 
Wnpaſſion to all, full of bowels of pity; whom 
nu could not be p. ſhe would be ready to weep 
er; eſpecially if ſhe ſaw her mother at any time 
WT -- 2 troubled, 


= 2 VE eee, - 


or other. One time ſhe told her, O mother, f 
grace of God is better than that (meaning ſon 


_ de% ous to be among them that were praiſi 


Judging it ſcarce to be paralleled, 


8 it is night, it will never be day again. 
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troubled, ſhe would quickly make her ſorrows be * 
own, and weep for her, and with her. rich 


12. When her mother had been ſomewhat ſol 
citous about any worldly thing, ſhe would, if Me 
could poſſibly, put her off from her care one v 


thing her mother wanted) I had rather have the gry 
and love of Chriſt, than any thing in the world. 

13. This child was often e Tor and buſied 
the thoughts of her everlaſting work ; witneſs t 
ſtrange queſtion, O what are they doing which 
already in heaven? And ſhe ſeemed to be pre 


loving, delighting in God, and ſerving of h 
without ſin. Her language about ſpiritual matt 
made many excellent chriſtians to ſtand amazed, 


14. She took great _— in reading of 
ſcripture, and ſome part of it was more ſweet 
her than her appointed food; ſhe would get feve 
choice ſcriptures by heart, and diſcourſe of th 
ſavourily, and apply them ſuitably. * 

15. She was not altogether a ſtranger to d 


good books, but would be reading of them — 
much affection; and where ſhe might, ſhe noted: wit 
books particularly, obſerving what in the read;ith - 
did molt warm her heart, and ſhe was ready uſher re 
occaſion to improve it. glory, 

16. One time a woman coming into the houſſpleſie 
a great paſſion, ſpoke of her condition, as if iÞ ,, 


were like hers, and it would never be othe 
the child ſaid, it were a ſtrange thing to ſay ug. 


17. At another time a near relation of hers bt 
in ſome ſtreights made ſome complaint, to wi 
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ie ſaid, I have heard Mr. Carter ſay, a man may 
Wo to heaven without a penny in his purſe, but not 
without grace in his heart. 

18. She had an extraordinary love to the people 
God; and when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought 
W-aced the Lord, her heart would even leap for 


4 She loved to be much by herſelf, and would 
We greatly grieved if ſhe were at any time deprived 
fa conveniency for ſecret duty; ſhe could not live 
ithout conſtant addreſs to God in ſecret ; and was 
ot a little pleaſed when ſhe could go into a corner 
Mo pray and weep. 


reiß 20. She was much in praiſing God, and ſeldom 
an: never complained of any thing but ſin, 

f 21. She continued in this courſe of praying and 
I raiſing of God, and great dutifulneſs and iweet- 
Led, 


ſs to her parents, and thoſe that taught her 
ny thing. She did greatly encourage her mother 
of While ſhe was a widow, and defired that the abſence 
fa huſband might in ſome meaſure be mace up 
y the dutifulneſs and holineſs of a child. She 
udied all the ways that could be to make her mo- 
ber's life comfortable. 


o ON 22. When ſhe was between eleven and twelve 


ears old, ſhe ſickened, in which time ſhe carried 
t with admirable patience, and did what ſhe could 
readvith ſcripture arguments to ſupport and encourage 
er relations to part with her, as ſhe was going to 
plory, and to Prepare themſelves to mcet her in a 
dleſſed eternity. | 8 

if iſ 23. She was not many days ſick before ſhe be- 
1erWEFime dangerous, of which ſhe was ſenſible and re- 
biced that ſhe was now going apace to Chriſt. She 
alled to her friends, and ſaid be not troubled, for I 
ers bl B 3 know 
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know I am one of the Lord's own. One aſked her yen 


how ſhe knew that? She anſwered, the Lord hath told 

me, that I am one of his dear children. And thus ſhe 
ſpoke with a holy confidence in the Lord's love t 
her ſoul, and was not in the leaſt daunted when (hs 
ſpake of her death; but ſeemed greatly delighted 
in the apprehenſion of her nearneis to her father 
houſe. And it was not long before ſhe was fille 
with joy unſpeakable in believing. 

24. When ſhe jdt lay a dying, her mother cam 
to her, and told her, ſhe was ſorry that ſhe ha 
reproved and corrected ſo good a child ſo oft. ( 
mother, ſaid ſhe, ſpeak not thus, I bleſs God, now 4 

I am dying, for your reproofs and corrections too 
for, it may be, I might have gone to hell, if! 
had not been for your reproofs and corrections. 

25. Some of her neighbours coming to viſit he 
aſked her, it ſhe would leave them? She anſwer 
them, if you ſerve the Lord, you ſhall come afie 
me to glory. 

256. A little before ſhe dyed; ſhe had a great con 
flict with Satan, and cryed out, I am none of his 
her mother ſeeing her in trouble, aſked her wh 
was the matter? She anſwered, Satan did troub| 
| me, but now I thank God all is well, I know, ke 
j am none of his, but Chriit's. z 
27. Aſter this ſhe had a ſenſe of God's loveſprief 
and a glorious bent as if ſhe had ſeen the vefinne 
heavens open, aa tne angels come to receive her Ayhic 
by which her heart was filled vil joy, and hdffeair 
tonguc with praiſe. | 
28. Being dchred by the ſtanders by, to giuſmere 
them a paiticular accyunt of what fhe ſaw. Shiſſother 
anſwered, you ſhall know hereaiter ; and ſo in ome 
extaſy of joy and holy triumph, ſhe went to heaſſhras « 
Ve 
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herren when ſhe was about twelve years old. Hal- 
told llaj ab. 

1 
Etc 
{he 
hted 
ler 


let 


EXAMPLE: VV. 


Of a child that began to look towards hea- 
den when ſhe was about ſour years old, 


and at ber death. 


Certain little child, when ſhe was about 
four years old, had a conſcientious ſenſe 
ff her duty towards her parents, becauſe the com- 
mandment ſaith, Henour thy father end ii mither, 
ind though ſhe had little advantage of education, 
ſhe carried it with the greatelt reverence to her pa- 
nFrents imaginable, ſo that ſhe was no ſmall credit as 
F hiswcll as comfort to them. 

2. It was a uſual thing for her to weep if ſhe ſaw 
oublher parents troubled, though herſelf had not been 
ke occaſion of it. 

3. When ſhe came from ſchool, ſhe would with 
rief and abhorrence ſay, that other children had 
inned againft God by ſpeaking grievous words, 
hich were ſo bad, that ſhe durſt not ſpeak them 
again. 

4 She would be oftentimes admiring of God's 
mercy for ſuch goodneſs to her rather than to 
_ ShiElethers ; that ſhe ſaw ſome begging, others blind, 
in aſome crooked, and that ſhe wanted notaing that 
 heafſivas good for her. 

| B 4 5. She 


with ſome obſervable paſſages in ber liſe 
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5. She was many a time, and often, in one plaee 
or another, in tears upon her knees. 

6. This poor little thing would be ready to coun- 
fe] other little children, how they ought to ſerve 
God; and putting them upon getting by themſelves 
to pray; and hath been known, when her friends 
have been abroad, to have been teaching children 
to pray, eſpecially upon the Lord's day. 

7. She very ſeriouſly begged the prayers of o. 
thers, that they would remember her, that the Lord 
would give her grace. 07 

8. When this child ſaw ſome that were laughing, C 
who ſhe judged to be very wicked ; ſhe told them 


that ſhe feared that they had little reafon to be !“ 


merry. They aſked whether one might not laugh? 
She anſwered, No indeed, till you have grace; 
they who are wicked have more need to Cxy than to 
laugh. 
She would ſay, that it was the duty of pa. Pod. 
rents, maſters and miſtreſſes, to reprove thoſe un. 3. 
der tneir charge for fin, or elſe God will meet with uty 


them. 4. 
10. She would be very attentive when ſhe readſe w. 
the ſcriptures, and be much affected with them, Ert * 


11. She would by no means be perſuaded to pro- Nec 
phane the Lord's day, but would ſpend it in ſome e i 
ood duties, ligi 
12, When ſhe went to ſchool it was willingly and 5. 
joyfully, and ſhe was very teachable and exem - fire. 
plary to other children. 6. 
13. When ſhe was taken ſick, one aſked her, 
Whether ſhe were willing to die ? She anſwered, 
Yes, if God would pardon her fins. Being aſked 
how her fins ſhould be pardoned ? She anſwered, 
through the blood of Chriſt. 
14. She ſaid, ſhe did believe in Chriſt, * 
rec 
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red and longed to be with him, and did with a 
great deal of chearfulneſs give up her ſoul to him. 

n- There were very many obſervable paſſages in the 
ve Wife and death of this child, but the hurry and grief 

that her friends were in buried them. 


ee 


2 EXAMPLE V. 


Of the Pious Life and Joyful Death of 4 
> Cbild, which died when be was about 
tell twelve Years old. 


ce; .  VHarlrs Bridgeman had no ſooner learned to 

$ ſpeak, but he betook himſelf to prayer. i 

2. He was very prone to learn the things of 1 
2. Pod. 

= z. He would be ſometimes teaching them their 

with Wuty that waited upon him. 

4. He learned by heart many good things before 
read ſe was well fit to go to ſchool: and when he was 
„rt to ſchool, he carried it ſo, that all that ob- 
pro-Hwed him, either did or might admire him. O 
ome he ſweet nature, the good diſpoſition, the iincere 

ligion which was in this child! ä 
„and 5- When he was at ſchool, what was it that he 
tem- fired to learn, but Chriſt, and him crucified ? 

6. So religious and ſavoury were his words, his 
tions ſo upright, his devotion ſo hearty, his fear 
God fo great, that many were ready to ſay as 
ey did of John, What manner of child ſhall this be. 
ered, f He would be much in reading the holy ſcrip- 
es. 


B 5 8. He 
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8. He was deſirous of more ſpiritual knowledge, 
and would be oft aſking very ſerious and admiray}, * 
queſtions. | 

9. He would not ſtir out of doors before he hat " 
poured out his ſoul to the Lord. 

10. When he eat any thing, he would be ſure 9 
lift up:his heart unto the Lord for a bleſſing upon it; 
and when he had moderately refreſhed himſelf by 
eating, he would not forget to acknowledge God) 
goodneſs in feeding of him. | 

11. He would not lie down in his bed till he had 
been upon his knees; and when ſometimes he had 
forgotten his duty, he would quickly get out of hi 
| *bed, and kneeling down upon his bare knees, woul 
aſk God forgiveneſs for that fin. | 

12. He would rebuke his brethren if they wer 
at any time too haſty at their meals, and did es 
without aſking a bleſſing ; his check was uſual) 
this, Dare you do thus? God be merciful to us, thi 
bit of bread might choak us. 

13. His ſentences were wiſe and weighty, ant 
might well become ſome ancient chriſtian. 

14. His ſickneſs was a lingering diſeaſe, again 
which, to comfort him, one tells him of poſletho 
that muſt fall to his portion; And what are thy 
ſaid he, I had rather have the kingdom of heave 
than a thouſand ſuch inheritances. 

15. When he was ſick, he ſeemed much take 
up with heaven, and aſked very ſerious queſtior 
about the nature of his ſoul. 

16. After he was pretty well ſatisfied about tha 
he enquired how his ſoul might be ſaved ; the ay 
{wer being made, by the applying of Chriſt's ma 
rits by faith; he was pleaſed with the anſwer, a 
was ready to give any one that ſhould deſire it, 
account of his hope. | | 

| 17. Bein 
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Ill 17. Being aſked, whzther he had rather live or 
ave die? he anſwered, I de/ire to die, that I may go to 
my /aUViCur. 

18. His pains increafing upon him, one aſked 
him, whether he would rather ſtill endure thoſe 
e i pains, or, forſake Chrſt? Alas, ſaid he, I know 
not <vhat to ſay, being a child; for theſe pains may 
agger @ flrong man, but I will ſirige to endure 
e beſt that I can. Upon this he called to mind 
that martyr Tamas Binley, who being in priſon, 
the night before his burning, put his finger into 


fire. O (ſaid the child) had I lived then J 
would have run through the fire to have gone to 
Chrift, | 

Weng 1G. His ſickneſs laſted long, and at leaſt three 


and not only that he muſt die, but the very day. 
On the Lord's day, ſaid he, look to me: neither was 
this a word of courſe, which you may gueſs by 
his often repetition, every day aſking till the 
ay came indeed, What is Sunday came? At laſt 
the looked for day came on; and no ſooner had 


he falls into a trance, his eyes were fixed, his face 


ev"Fchcarful, his lips ſmiling, his hands and face claſp- 


ed in a bow, as if he would have received ſome 
leſſed angel that were at hand to receive his ſoul, 
But he comes to himſelf, and tells them how he 
law the ſweeteſt body that ever eyes beheld, who 
did him be of good cheer, for he muft preſently 
v0 with him. 

20. One that ſtood near bim, as now ſuſpectin 
the time of his diſſolution nigh, bid him ſay, Lord, 
nto thy hands I commend my ſpirit, which is thy 

B 6 due; 


the candle, to know how he could endure the 


days before his death he propheſiec his departure, 


he ſun beautified that morning with its light, but 
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due; for why, thou has redeemed it, O Lord my Hane 
God, moſt true. | | 
21. The laſt words which he ſpake, were ex. ſWno! 
actly theſe: Pray, pray, pray, nay, yet pray; and the 
the more prayers, the better all profpers: God is the 
beſt phyſician ; into thy hands ] commend my ſpirit. O Wt! 
| Lord Jeſus receive my ſoul : now cloſe mine eyes: for. Ngoe 
give me father, mother, brother, ſiſter, all the world. ki 
Now J am well, my pain is almeſi gone, my joy is at 
hand. Lord hawe mercy on me. O Lord receive Abl 
my ſoul unto thee, And thus he yielded his ſpi- rea 
rit up unto the Lord, when he was about twelve del 
years old. . 6 
This Narrative was taken out of Mr. Ambroſe 

his Life's Leaſe. 


EXAMPLE VL 


Of a poor Cbiid that was awakened when he 
was about five Years old. 


I. Certain very poor child, that had a very 
bad father, but it was to be hoped a very 
good mother, was, by the providence of God, 
brought to the ſight of a godly friend of mine, 
" who upon the firlc ſight of the child had a great 
| pity for him, and took an affection to him, and had 
a mind to bring him up for Chriſt. | 
2. At the firſt he did with great ſweetneſs and 
kindneſs allure the child, by which means it was 
not long before he got a deep intereft in the heart 
of the child, and he began to obey him with more 
readineſs than children uſually do their parents. 
3. By this a door was opened for a farther worl 
2 - an 
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ny Hand he had a greater advantage to inftill ſpiritual 
principles into, the ſoul of the child, which he was 
x. Inot wanting in, as the Lord gave opportunity, and 
nd Ithe child was capable of. 
% 4. It was not long before the Lord was pleaſed 
0 to ſtrike in with the ſpiritual exhqrtations of this 
2. Igood man, fo that the child was brought to a 
„J. Ilking of the things of God, 
5 5- He quickly learned great part of the aſſem- 
ive Ably's catechiſm by heart, and that before he could 
ſpi- NBread his primmer within book; and he took a great 
re delight in learning his catechiſm. 
6. He was not only able to give a very good ac- | 
roſe count of his catechiſm, but he would anſwer ſuch "1 
ueftions as are not in the catechiſm, with greater g 
underſtanding than could be expected from one of | 
— his age. ; 
> Ms took great delight in diſcourſing about the i 
things of God; and when my friend had been 
either praying or reading, expounding or repeat- 
ing of ſermons, he ſeemed very attentive, and ready 
to receive the truths of God, and would with in- 
credible gravity, diligence and affection wait till ö 
duties were ended, to the no ſmall joy and admira- 
tion of them which obſerved him. 
8. He would aſk very excellent queſtions, and 
diſcourſe about the condition of his foul and hea- 
venly things, and ſeemed mightily concerned what 
ſhould become of his foul when he ſhould dye: fo 
that his diſcourſe made ſome chriſtians even to ſtand 
aſtoniſhed. | 
9. He was greatly taken with the great kindneſs 
of Chriſt in dying for ſinners, and would be in 
tears at the mention of them; and ſeemed at a 


3. range rate to be affected with the unſpeakable love 
vork, of Chriſt, 


10. When 
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| 10. When no body had been ſpeaking to him, 
he would burſt ou: into tears, and being aſked the 
reaſon, he would ſay, that the very thoughts of 
Chriſt's love to ſinners in ſuffering for them, made 
him that he could not but cry. 

11. Before he was fix years old, he made con. 
ſcience of ſecret duty; and when he prayed, it 
was with ſuch extraordinary meltings, that his eyes 
have looked red and fore with weeping by himſelf 
for his ſins. 

12. He would be putting of Chriſtians upon ſpi. 
ritual diſcourſe when he ſaw them, and ſeemed 
little ſatisfied unleſs they were talking of good 
things. | 
| * It is evident, that this poor child's thoughts 
were very much buſied about the things of another 
world, for he would oftentimes be ſpeaking to his 
bed-icllow at mid-night about the matters of his ſoul; 
and when he could not ſleep, he would take hea- 
venly conference to be ſweeter than his appointed 
reſt. This was his uſual cuſtom, and thus he would 
provoke and put forward an experienced chriſtian to 
. ſpend waking hours in talk of God, and the ever- 
laſting reſt. *' ; 

14. Not long after this, his good mother dyed, 
which went very near his heart, for he greatly ho- 
noured his mother. 

15. After the death of his mother, he would 
often repeat ſome of the promiſes that are made 
unto fatherleſs children, eſpecially that in Exod, 
xxii. 22. Ye ſhall not affiit any widow, or the fa- 
therleſs child; if thou affii# them in any wiſt, 
and they cry at all unto me, I will ſurely hear 
their cry. Theſe. words he would often repeat 


with tears, and ſay, I am fatherleſs and 'mother- 
leſs upon earth, yet if any wrong me, I have a 2 
| er 


— — 
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ther in heaven who will take my part; to him 1 1 
commit myſelf, and in him is all my truft, | 
16. Thus he continued in a courſe of holy duties, 
de living in the fear of God, and ſhewed wonderful 
* for a child, and died ſweetly in the faith 
of ſeſus. | : 
1 1 „friend is a judicious Chriſtian of many years 
ves experience, who was no ways related to him, but 
el 2 conſtant eye and ear witneſs of his godly life, 
honourable and chearful death, from whom I re- 
pi ccived this information. | | 


EXAMPEE VI. 
ner OF a notorious wicked Child, that was taken 
bil np. from begging, and admirably convert- 
l; ed; with an account of his Holy Life 
tall and Foyful Death, when he was nine 
uld Years old. 


er- I. Very poor child of the pariſh of Newington- 
Butts, came begging to the door of a dear 

ed, chriſtian friend of mine, in a moſt lamentable con- 
ho- dition; but it pleaſed God to raiſe in the heart of 
my friend a great pity and tenderneſs towards this | 
ld poor child, ſo that in charity he took him out of the j 
ade! ftreets, whoſe parents were unknown, who had no- it 
xod Þ thing at all in him to commend him to any one's cha- 
fa- rity but his miſery. My friend eyeing the glory of | 
viſe, God, and the good of the immortal ſoul of this | 
hear © wretched creature, diſcharged the pariſh of the child, 
peat and took him as his own, defigning to bring him up 
her- in the fear of the Lord. A noble piece of charity! 
fa. And that which did make the kindneſs far the greater 


Was, 
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was, that there ſeemed to be very little hopes of 
doing any good upon this child, for he was a very 
monſter of wickedneſs, and a thouſand times more 
miſerable and vile by his ſin, than by his poverty. 
He was running to hell as ſoon as he could go, and 
was old in naughtineſs when he was young in 
years; and one ſhall ſcarce hear of one ſo like the 
devil in his infancy, as this poor child was. What 
fin was there (that his age was capable of) that he 
did not commit? What by. the corruption of his 
nature, and the abominable example of little beg. 
gar-boys, he was arrived to a ſtrange pitch of im- 
iety. He would call filthy names, take God's name 
in vain, curſe and (wear, and do almoſt all kind of 
miſchief, and as to any thing of God worſe than an 
heathen. 

2. But this fin and miſery was but a ſtronger 
motive to that gracious man to pity him, and to 
do all that poſſibly he could to pluck this fire-brand 
out of the fire; and it was not long before the Lord 
was pleaſed to let him underſtand that he had a de- 
ſign of everlaſting kindneſs upon the ſoul of this 
poor child ; for no ſooner had this good man taken 
this creature into his houſe, but he prays for him, 
and labours with all his might to convince him of 
His miſerable condition by nature, and to teach him 
ſomething of God, the worth of his ſoul, and that 
eternity of glory or miſery that he was born to; 
and bleſſed be free grace, it was not long before 
the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew-him that it was 
himſelf which did put it into his heart to take in 
this child, that he might bring him up for Chriſt. 
The Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly inſtruc- 
tions; ſo that an amazing change was ſeen in 
the child, in a few weeks {ſpace he was ſoon con- 


vinced of the evil of his ways ; no more news non 
. 07 
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his calling of names, ſwearing, or curſing, no 
nore taking of the Lowd's name in vain ; now he 


civil and reſpective; and ſuch a ſtrange alteration 
as wrought in the child, that all the pariſh that 
ung of his villainy before, was now. ready to talk 


f his reformation ; his company, his talk, his im- 
loyment is now changed, and he is like another 


reature ; ſo that the glory of God's free grace be- 
an already to ſhine in him. 

3. And this change was not only an external one, 
nd to be diſcerned abroad, but he would get by 
imſelf, and weep and mourn bitterly for his hor- 
ible wicked life, as might eaſily be perceived by 
tem that lived in the houſe with him. 

4. It was the great care of his godly maſter to 
ike in with thofe convictions which the Lord had 
nade, and to improve them all he could ; and he 
as not a little glad to ſee his labour was not in 
ain in the Lord; he ſtill experiences that the Lord 
oth carry on his own work mightily upon the 
cart of the child; he is ſtill more and more bro- 
en under a ſenſe of his undone ſtate by nature; 
e is often in tears, and bemoaning his loſt and mi- 
rable condition. When his maſter did ſpeak of 

e things of God, he liſtened earneſtly, and took 

with much delight and affection what he was 
aught. Seldom was there any diſcourſe about ſoul 

atters in his hearing, but he heard as if it were 
or his life, and would weep greatly. 

5. He would, after his maſter had been ſpeaking 
d him, or others, of the things of God, go to him 

d queſtion with him about them, and beg of him 
d inſtru&t and teach him further, and to tell him 

ole things again, that he might remember and un- 
erſtand them better. 

6. Thus he continued ſeeking after the know- 

; ledge 
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was, that there ſeemed to be very little hopes of 
doing any good upon this child, for he was a very 
monſter of wickedneſs, and a thouſand times more 
miſerable and vile by his fin, than by his poverty. 
He was running to hell as ſoon as he could go, and 
was old in naughtineſs when he was young in 
years; and one ſhall ſcarce hear of one ſo like the 
devil in his infancy, as this poor child was. What 
fin was there (that his age was capable of ) that he 
did not commit? What by. the corruption of his 
nature, and the abominable example of little beg- 
gar-boys, he was arrived to a ſtrange pitch of im- 

iety. He would call filthy names, take God's name 
in vain, curſe and ſwear, and do almoſt all kind of 
miſchief, and as to any thing of God worſe than an 
heathen. 

2. But this fin and miſery was but a ftronger 
motive to that gracious man to pity him, and to 
do all that poſſibly he could to pluck this fire-brand 
out of the fire; and it was not long before the Lord 
was pleaſed to let him underſtand that he had a de- 
ſign of everlaſting kindneſs upon the ſoul of this 
poor child ; for no ſooner had this good man taken 
this creature into his houſe, but he prays for him, 
and labours with all his might to convince him of 
his miſerable condition by nature, and to teach him 
ſomething of God, the worth of his ſoul, and that 
eternity of glory or miſery that he was born to; 
and bleſſed be free grace, it was not long before 
the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew-him that it was 
himſelf which did put it into his heart to take in 
this child, that he might bring him up for Chrift, 
The Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly inſtruc- 
tions; ſo that an amazing change was ſeen in 
the child, in a few weeks ſpace he was ſoon con- 
vinced of the evil of his ways; no more news now 


of 


for Children. 29 
of f his calling of names, ſwearing, or curſing, no 
ry Nnore taking of the Lowd's name in vain ; now he 
re civil and reſpective; and ſuch a ſtrange alteration 
y. Nas wrought in the child, that all the pariſh that 
nd Hung of his villainy before, was now. ready to talk 
in f his reformation ; his company, his talk, his im- 
he loyment is now changed, and he is like another 
vat Nreature; fo that the glory of God's free grace be- 
he an already to ſhine in him. 
his z. And this _— was not only an external one, 
g- Ind to be diſcerned abroad, but he would get by 
m- imſelf, and weep and mourn bitterly for his hor- 
me Fible wicked life, as might eaſily be perceived by 
of Mem that lived in the houſe with him. 


an 4. It was the great care of his godly maſter to 
rike in with thofe convictions which the Lord had 


ger Fade, and to improve them all he could; and he 
to Was not a little glad to ſee his labour was not in 
nd Fain in the Lord; he ſtill experiences that the Lord 
ord Noth carry on his own work mightily upon the 


de- Weart of the child; he is ſtill more and more bro- 
his Nen under a ſenſe of his undone ſtate by nature; 
cen Ne is often in tears, and bemoaning his loſt and mi- 
im. rable condition. When his matter did ſpeak of 
of re things of God, he liſtened earneſtly, and took 


um with much delight and affection what he was 
hat Rught. Seldom was there any diſcourſe about ſoul 
to; Matters in his hearing, but he heard as if it were 
ore pr his life, and would weep greatly. 

vas 5. He would, after his maſter had been ſpeaking 


in p him, or others, of the things of God, go to him 
d queſtion with him about them, and beg of him 
d inſtruct and teach him further, and to tell him 
ole things again, that he might remember and un- 
erſtand them better. 

ow . Thus he continued ſeeking after the know- 
of ledge 
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ledge: of God and Chriſt, and practiſing holy dus ori; 
ties, till the ſickneſs came into the houſe, with gui 
which the child was ſmitten; at his firſt fickening Il gre 
the poor child was greatly amazed and afraid, and, © 
though his pains were great, and his diſtemper very I his 
tedious, yet the ſenſe of his fin, and the thought non 
of . the miſerable condition that he feared his ſoul I 
was ſtill in, made his trouble ten times greater; heſſcrs 
was in grievous agonies of ſpirit, and his former not 
fins ſtared him in the face, and made him tremble; Nhe: 
the poiſon of God's arrows did even drink up hi} 1 
ſpirit; the ſenſe of fin and wrath was ſo great, thatcrie 
he could not tell what in the world to do; theſWot . 
weight of God's diſpleaſure, and the thoughts off 1 
lying under it to all eernity, did even break him thot 
to- pieces, and he did cry out very bitterly, whatbeg 
ſhould he do? he was a miſerable ſinner, and hefgrea 
feared that he ſhould go to hell; his ſins had been 
ſo great and ſo many, that there were no hopes fo 
him. He was not by far ſo much concerned for 
his life, as for his ſoul, what would become of that 
for ever. Now the plague upon his body ſeemed 
nothing to that which was in his ſoul, | 

7. But in this great diſtreſs, the Lord was pleaſe 
to ſend one to take care of his ſoul, who urged te 
him the great and precious promiſes which were 
made to one in his condition, telling him, that there 
was enough in Chrilt for the chiefeſt of ſinners, and 
that he came to ſeek and ſave ſuch a loſt creature as 
he was. But this poor child found it a very difficull 
thing for him to believe that there was any merci 
for ſuch a dreadful ſinner as he had been. 

8. He was made to cry out of himſelf, not onl 
for his ſwearing and lying, and other outwardlyalt | 
notorious fins ; . he was in great horror for thGFrace 
fin of his nature, for the vileneſs of his heart, and alt ] 

origin 


for Children. | 31 


lu: original corruption under it; he was in ſo great an- 
in guiſh, that the trouble of his ſpirit made him in a 
ng © great meaſure to forget the pains of his body. 
ad, 9. He did very particularly confeſs and bewail 
ery I his ſins with tears; and ſome fins ſo ſecret, that 
gut none in the world could charge him with. 
dul! 10. He would condemn himſelf for fin, as de- 
heſcrving to have no mercy, thought that there was 
mer not a greater ſinner in all London chan himſelf, and 
le; Nhe abhorred himſelf as the vileſt creature he knew. 

11. He. did not only pray much, with ſtrong 
cries and tears himſelf, but he begged the prayers 
of Chriſtians for him. | 

12. He would aſk chriſtians, whether they 
thought there were any hopes for him, and would 
beg of them to deal plainly with him, for he was 
greatly afraid of being deceived. | 

13. Being informed how willing and ready the 
Lord Jeſus was to accept of poor ſinners, upon 
Atheir repentance and turning, and being counſelled 
co venture himſelf upon Chriſt for mercy and ſalva- 
tion, he ſaid he would fain caft himſelf upon Chriſt, 
but he could not but wonder how Chriſt ſhould be 
willing to die for ſuch a vile wretch as he was, and 
he found it one of the hardelt things in the world 
Jo believe. FL 

14. But at laſt it pleaſed the Lord to give him 
ome {mali hopes that there might be mercy for 
Wim, for he had be-n the chiefeſt of ſinners ; and, 
We was made to lay a little hold upon ſuch promiſes, 
chat, Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
ravy laden, and I awill give you ret. But O how 
Wd this poor boy admire and bleſs God for the 
eaſt ho, es! How highly did he advance free and rich 
race, that ſhould pity and. pardon him! and at 
alt he was fall of praiſe, and admiring of 8 


| 
| 
1 
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ſo that (to ſpeak in the words of a good man, that 
was an eye and an ear-witneſs) to the praiſe and 
glory of God be it ſpoken, the houſe at that day, 
for all the ſickneſs in it, was a little lower heaven, 
ſo full of joy and praiſe. 

15. The child grew exceedingly in knowledge, 
experience, patience, humility, and ſelf-abhorrence; 
and he thought he could never ſpeak bad enough 
of himſelf, the name that he would call himſelf by, 
was a toad. | 

16. And though he prayed before, yet now the 
Lord poured out upon him the ſpirit of prayer in 
an extraordinary manner, for one of his age; fo 
that now he prayed more frequently, more earneſt 
ly, more ſpiritually than ever. O how eagerly 
would he beg to be waſhed in the blood of Jeſus! 
and that the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
that was over heaven and earth; and ſea, would par- 
don and forgive him all his fins, and receive his 
ſoul into his kingdom. And what he ſpoke, it 
was with ſo much life and fervour of ſpirit, as that 
ut filled the hearers with aſtoniſhment and joy. 

17. He had no ſmall ſenſe of the uſe and excel- 
lency of Chriſt, and ſuch longings and breathings 
of his foul after him, that when mention had been 
made of Chriſt, he hath been ready almoſt to leap 
out of-his bed for joy. | 

18. When he was told, that if he ſhould reco- 
ver, he muſt not live as he liſt ; but he muſt give 
up himſelf to Chriſt, and be his child and ſervant 
bear his yoke, and be obedient unto his laws 
and live a holy life, and take his croſs, and ſuffer 
mocking and reproach, it may be perſecution fc 
his name ſake. Now, child (ſaid one to him) art 
you willing to have Chriſt upon ſuch terms ? Ht 
ſignified his willingneſs by the earneltneſs of his look 

| an 
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and words, and the caſting up of his eyes to hea- 
ven, ſaying, yes, with all my ſoul, the Lord help- 
ing me, I will do this. , . 

19. Vet he had many doubts, and fears, and was 
ever and anon harping upon that, that though he 
were willing, yet Chriſt he feared was not willin 
to accept him, becauſe of the greatneſs of his ſin; 
yet his hopes were greater than his fears. 

20. The Wedneſday before he died, the child lay 
as it were in a trance for about half an hour, in 
which time he thought he ſaw a viſion of angels: 
when he was out of his trance, he was a little un- 
eaſy, and aſked his nurſe, why ſhe did not let him 
go? Go whither, child, ſaid ſhe? Why along with 
thoſe brave gentlemen, ſaid he; but they told me, 
they would come and fetch me away for all you upon 
Friday next. And he doubled his words many times, 
vpon Friday next thoſe brave gentlemen will come 
for me; and upon that day the child died joyfully. 

21. He was very thankful to his mafter, and 
very ſenſible of his great kindneſs in taking him 
up out of the ſtreets when he was a begging, and 
he admired at the goodneſs of God, which put it 
into the mind of a ſtranger to look upon, and to 
take ſuch fatherly care of ſuch a pitiful ſorry crea- 
ture as he was. O my dear maſter, (ſaid he) I 


kope to ſee you in heaven, for I am ſure you will 


ego thither. O blefled, bleſſed be God that made 


you to take pity upon me, for I might have died, 
and have gone to the devil, and have been damned 


for ever, if it had not been for you. 


22. The Thurſday before he died, he aſked a 


FJ very godly friend of mine what he thought of his 
Hd condition, and whither his foul was now going? 


for he ſaid he could not ſtill but fear, leſt he ſhould 


Leceive dimſelf with falſe hopes; at which my friend 


ſpoke 


. - ww - 
4 
. 
. 


art unfeignedly willing to have Chriſt, I tell thee, 


went to reſt, uſing that very expreſſion, Into thy 
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ſpoke to him thus: child, for all that I have en. 
deavoured to hold forth the grace of God in Chrit 
to thy ſoul, and given you a warrant from the word 


of God, that Chriſt is as freely offered to you, az 


to any finner in the world ; if thou art but willin 
to accept of him, thou mayeſt have Chriſt and all 
that thou doſt want, with him; and yet thou giveſ 
way to theſe thy doubtings and fears, as though | ( 
told thee nothing but lyes ; thou ſayeſt, thou feareſt © 


.* 


that Chriſt will not accept of thee, I fear thou art 
not heartily willing to accept of him. The child 


anſwered, indeed I am : why then child, if thoy 


he is a thouſand times more willing to have thee, 
and waſh thee, and ſave thee, than thou art to deſire 
it. And now at this time Chriſt offers himſelf freely 
to thee again, therefore receive him humbly by faith 
into thy ; 8H and bid him welcome, for he delery. 
eth it: upon which words the Lord diſcovered his 


bed, and ſnapped his fingers and thumb together 
with abundance of joy, as much as to tay, well, yea, 
all is well, the match is made, Chriſt is willing, and 
I am willing too; and now Chriſt is mine, and J tl 


f 

: 

love to the child; and he gave a kind of leap in hi. ] 
) 


am his for ever. And from that time forward, in 


full joy and aſſurance of God's love, he continued 
earneſtly praiſing God, with defiring to die, and 
be with Chriſt. And on Friday morning he ſweetly 


hands, Lord, I commit my ſpirit. He died punQuuallyWu , 
at that time which he had ſpoke of, and in which hefſl 20 
expected thoſe angels to come to him; he was no 
much above nine years old when he died. 2 

This narrative I had from a judicious holy man 
unrelated to him, who was an eye and ear - witneſ 
to all theſe things. u 
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JPREFACE 
+ TOE THE 


R E A D E R. 


CnxIsTIAX ReaDen, 


N the former go of my Token for Children, 
jap I did in 77. promiſe, that if that piece met 
A. with kind entertainment, it might be followed 

ith a ſecond of the ſame nature. If it did not 

m a little to ſavour of wanity, I might tell the 
10d what encouragement I have met with in this 
„t; but this I auill only ſay, that I have met with 
nuch as hath made me give this little book 
ave to go abroad into the world. I am not alſo. 
08 norant what diſcouragement I may meet with fron t 
ine; but as long as I am ſure I ſhall not mee + 
ith this, that it is improbable, if not impoſſibl 2, 
bat it ſhauld ſave a ſoul ; I think the refl may e 2 
be anſwered, or warrantably ſlighted, But be- 
zene Nauſe I am perſuaded by ſome, that one example in 
Wt former, (viz. that of 8 child that began to . be 


fe. rious 


To the Reader. | 
ſerious betaveen two and three years old) was ſear, 
credible, and they did fear might ſomewhat prejudic 
the authority of the reſl, I ſhall ſay ſomething | 
anſwer that. They who make this objettion ay 
either good or bad; if bad, I eæpect newer to fatiif 
them, except I ſhould tell them of a Romance 


uit 
play, or ſomewhat that might ſuit à carnal mind ſpok 
it is like holineſs in older perſons, it is a matter fl . 
contempt and ſcorn to them, much more in ſuch fl un 
theſe I mention. The truth of it is, it is no wont 7 þ 
at all to me that the ſubjets of Satan ſhould not Ml coun 
very well pleaſed with that, whoſe deſign is to u „ 
dermipe the intereſt of their great maſters : nothi fone 
will fatisfy fame, except Chriſt and holineſs m 157 
be degraded and wilified But hold ſinner, hill ci! 
never hope it, heaven ſhall never be turned iu Do- 
belt for thy ſake ; and as for all thy atbeiſtical offi ©: 
Jectiont, ſeoffs, and jeers, they ſhall &er long be full dea 
anſwered ; and the hoſannahs and hallelwjahs of hill and 
babes ſhall condemn thy oaths, blaſphemies, « ſhea 
geers, and then thou wilt be filenccd: and ex ame 
converting grace turn thy heart quickly, thou wil eaſt 
for ever rue thy madneſs and folly, when it is lll the 
late to remedy it. * 
Wy 
But if the perſons that make this obje&ion be god 1h, 
T queſtion not but that I may give them reaſonable ſi ſai; 
disfaction. | eſpe 
Firft, confider who it is that I had that exany\lfl i, 
From. It was one Mrs. Jeofries in Long-Lane i an; 
1 Vary Magdelen Bermondſey Pariſh, in the County i th; 
S urry, 4 woman of that fame in the church of Cbriſ bl: 
fe vw her exemplary piety, wiſdom, experience, and fu Ch, 
gu dar evatchfulneſs Wer e punctilio that , cou 
p, eln, that I queſtion not but that her name is n 4 
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cious to moſt of the miniſters of London, at leaſt in 
the Borough ; and as a reverend divine ſaid, ſuch a 
mother in Firael, that her ſingle „ee. about Lon- 
don, 7s of as much authority almoſt as any ſingle 
miniſter's : and having fince diſcourſed this matter 
auith her, ſhe calls God to qvitneſs, that ſhe hath 
ſpoken nothing but truth; only in this ſhe failed, in 
that ſhe ſpake not by far ſo much as ſhe might have 
done concerning that ſweet babe. I might ada, that 
I have fince that ſeen à godly gentleman out of the 
country, that did proteſt to me, that he had ſeen as 
much as that in a little ene of the ſame age, whe 
Ace that time | hear went fetucetly to heaven. Doth 
nt the reverend Mr. Clarke, in his works, quote a 
child of two years old that looked towards heaven? 
Doth not credible hiflory acquaint us with a martyr 
at ſeven years old, that was whipped almoſt to 
death, and never ſhed one tear, nor complained ; 
and, at laſt had his head firuck ef? I do not 
ſpeak of theſe as common matters, but record them 
amongſt thoſe flupendous acts of him that can as 
eafily work wwonders as not. What is too hard for 
the almighty ? Hath Cd ſaid he will work no more 
wonders ? I think moſt of God's works in the buſi- 
neſs of converſion call for admiration: and ¶ believe 
that filence, or rather praiſe, would better become 
ſaints, than queſtioning the truth of fuch things; 
eſpecially where an apparent Injury is thereby done 
to the iptereſt of Chriſt, the honour of God's grace, 
and the reputation of ſo eminent à ſaint. 1 judge 
this ſufficient to ſatisfy moſt ; as for others I trou- 
ble not myſelf; if 1 may but promote the intereft of 
Cbriſt, and the good of ſouls, and give 75 my ac- 
count with joy, it is enough. That the Lord would 
bleſa v endeavours to theſe ends, I beg the pray- 

' * ers 
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ers of all ſaints, and yours alſo, feveet ohildrey 
that fear the Lord. And that parents and maſters i © 
would aſſiſt me with their warm application of theſe 
things, and that children may be their crown and 

: their Toy, is the prayer of one that defires to low 
Chrift and little children dearly, C 


— 


James Janeway, 
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"EXAMPLE VIII. 


Of a child that was very ſerious at four 
years old, with an account of his comforta- 


ble death when be was twelve years and 
three weeks old. 


1. YOHN SVUDLO was born of religious 
parents in the county of Mzddleſex, whoſe 
great care was to inſtil ſpiritual principles into him 
as ſoon as he was capable of underſtanding of them: 
whoſe endeavours the Lord was pleaſed to crown 
with the defired ſucceſs : ſo that (to uſe the expreſ- 
lion of a holy man concerning him) ſcarce mare 
could be expected or deſired from fo little a one. 

2. When he was ſcarce able to ſpeak plain, he 
ſeemed to have a very great awe and reverence of 
God upon his ſpirit, and a ſtrange ſenſe of the 
things of another world, as might eaſily be per- 
O. ceived by thoſe ſerious and admirable - queſtions 
 } vbich he would be oft aſking of thoſe chriſtians 
tat he thought he might be bold with. | 
9 5 3 C 3. 3, The 
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3. The firſt thing that did moſt affect him, and i 4 
make him endeavour to eſcape from the wrath to Ire p 
come, and to enquire what he ſhould do to be of 
ſaved, was the death of a little brother ; when he Tak 


ſaw him without breath, and not able to ſpeak or 
ſtir, and waen carried out of doors, and put into a ay 
pit- hole, he was greatly concerned, and aſked ſur- of, 


priſing queſtions about him; but that which was | 
molt affecting of himſelf and others, was whether 15 


he mull die too, which being anſwered, it made ' 
ſuch a deep impreſſion upon him, that from that 0 
time forward he was exceeding ſerious, and this g 4 
Was when he was about four years old. ">" 
Now he was deſirous to know what he might do 
that he might live in another world, and what he mutt 
avoid, that he might not die for ever, and being in- 
ſtructed by his godly parents, he ſoon labours to a- 
void whatſoever might diſpleaſe God; now tell him 
that any thing was ſinful, and that God would not 
have him to do it, and he is eaſily kept from it, and 11 
eren at this time of day, the apprehenſions of God, I 
and death, ard eternity, laid ſuch a reſtraint upon 
him, that he would not, ror a world, have told a lye. 
ce. He quickly learned to read exactly, and took hl 
ach pleature in reading of the ſeriptures and bit. 
catechiſm, and other good books, that it is ſcarce 4 
to be paralleled; he would naturally run to bis 
book without bidding: when he came home from 
ſchool, and when other children of his age and ac- 
quaintance were playing, he reckoned it his recrea- 
tion to being that which 1s good, 
6. When he was in coats he would be aſking his 
maid ſerious queſtions, and praying her to teach 
him his catechiſm, or ſcriptures, or ſome good 
thing; common diſcourſe he took no delight uh 
but did moſt eagerly deſire to be ſucking in of the 
knowledge of the things of Go), Chriſt, his o_ f 


= 


and anather world. 7. 
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4175 He was greatly taken with the reading of the 
book of Martyrs, and would be ready to leave 


© Inis dinner to go to his book. 

s. He was exceeding careful of redeeming and 
improving of time; ſcarce a moment of it but he 
would give an excellent account of the expence of 


it; ſo that this child might have taught elder per- 
ſons, and will queſtionleſs condemn their idle and 
unaccountable waſting of thoſe precious hours in 
which they ſhould, as this ſweet child, have been 
aying in proviſion for eternity. | 
„9. He could not endure to read any thing over 
ſlightly, but whatſoever he read, he dwelt upon dit, 
laboured to underſtand it thoroughly, and remem- 
ber it; and what he could not underſtand, he would 
oft aſk. his father or mother the, meaning of it. 
10. When any chriſtian friends have been dif- 
courfing with his Father, if they began to talk any 
thing about religion, to be ſure they ſhould hare 
aa bis company, and of his own accord he would leave 
uu an to hear any thing of Chiiſt, and crept as cloſe 
to them as he could, and liſten as affectionately, 
Ichough it were for an hour or two. He was ſcarce 
erer 8 to expreſs the leaſt token of wearineſs 
his rhile he was hearing any thing that was good, and 
ſometimes when neighbours children would come 
his Hand call him out, and entice him, and beg of him 
to go with them, he could by no means be perſuad- 
ed, though he might have had the leave of his pa- 
ea. ents, if he had any hopes that any good boy would 
come into his father's houſe. _ MDs 
well . He was very modeſt whilſt any ſtranger was 
achpreſent, and was loth to aſk them any queſtions : 
but as ſoon as they were gone, he would let his 
father know, that there was little ſaid or done but 
de obſerved it, and Would reflect upon what was 
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paſt in their diſcourſe, and deſire ſatisfaction in 


what he could not anderſtand at preſent. » 


12. He was a boy of moſt prodigious parts for 
his age, as will appear from EE oli and rational 
queſtions ; I ſhall mention but two of many 

13.' The firſt was this, when he was reading by 


himſelf in Dr aztos's poems about Noah's flood and 


the ark, he aſked who built the ark ? It being an- 


ſwered it was likely that Noah hired men to help 


him to build it: and would they (ſaid he) build 
an ark to ſave another, and not go into it them. 
ſelves ? | 

14. Another queſtion he put was this : whether 


| Had a greater glory, ſaints or angels? It being an- 


ſwered, that angels were the moſt excellent of crea- 
tures, and tis to be thought their nature is made 
capable of greater glory than man's, he ſaid he was 
of another mind, and his reaſon was, becauſe an- 
els were ſervants, and ſaints are children ; and 
that Chriſt never took upon him the nature of an- 
Is, but he took 3 him the nature of ſaints, and 
by being man, he hath advanced human nature a- 
bove the nature of angels. | 
15. By this you may perceive the greatneſs of 
is parts, and the bent of his 248 ah and thus he 
continued far ſeveral years together, labouring to 
get more and more ſpiritual knowledge, and to 
prepare for an endleſs life. 
16. He was a child of an excellent ſweet tem- 
r, wonderful dutiful to :his parents, ready and 
Joyful to do what he was bid, and by no means wouid 
do any thing to diſpleaſe them, and if they were at 


any time ſeemingly angry, he would not ſtir from 


0 


them till they were thoroughly reconciled to him. 

17. He was not only good himſelf, but would 
do what he could to make others ſo too, eſpecially 
thoſe that were neareſt to him; he was very watch- 
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in ful over his brethren and ſiſters, and would not ſuf- 


fer them to uſe any unhandſome words, or to do 
ſor ¶ any unhandſome action; but he would be putting 
ial them upon that which was good, and when he did 
at any time rebuke them, it was not childiſhly and 
by lightly, but with great gravity and ſeriouſneſs, as 


nd one that was not a little concerned for God's ho- 


in- nour, and the eternal welfare of their ſouls. 

18. He would go to his father and mother with 

at tenderneſs and compaſſion (being far from 
telling of tales) and beg of them to take more care 
of the ſouls of his brethren and ſiſters, and to take 
heed leſt they ſhould go on in a ſinful Chriſtleſs 
ſtate, and prove their ſorrow and ſhame, and go 
to hell when they die, and be ruined for ever. 

19. He was exceedingly affected wich hearing of 
the word of God preached, and could not be ſatis- 


ſtance of what he heard ; to this end he quickly 
got to learn ſhort-hand, and would give a very 
pretty account of any ſermon that he heard. 


a- 20. He was much engaged in ſecret duty, and 
in reading the ſcriptures ; to be ſure morning and 


of evening he would be by himſelf, and was, no queſ- 
he tion, wreſtling with God. 
to 21. He would get choice ſeriptures by heart, and 
to ¶ was very perfect at his catechiſm. 

22. The providences of God were not paſſed 
m. ¶ by without conſiderable obſervation by him. 
nd 23. In the time of the plague he was exceeding- 
uid ly concerned/ about his ſoul and everlaſting ſtate; 


at very much by himſelf upon his knees. This prayer 


Mm was found written in ſhort-hand after his death. 


O Lord God and merciful Father, take pity upon 
uld We a miſerable inner, aud firengthen me, O Lord, 


ty Yin thy faith, and make me one of thy glorious ſaints 
b. Yin heaven. O Lard * me from this 
' 15 - 5 . 
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Action; however, not my will but thy cvill be done, 


me for death, and give me a good heart to bear 15 


this city, and pardon their fins, and try them once 


Kis father, he ſaid, if rhe Lord would but 
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O Lord, on earth, as it is in hcaven; but, O Lord, 
if. thou haſt appointed me to die by it, O Lord, fit 


ander my afflichions: O Bord God and merciful fa. 
ther, take pity on me thy child, teach me O Lord thy 
cord, make me ſtrong in faith. O Lord, I han 
fenned againſt thee, Lord parilon my fins; I had bem 
in hell long ago if it had not been for thy mercy; 0 
Lord, I pray thee to keep. my parents in thy truth, 
and fave them from this infection, if it be thy will, 
that they. may live to bring me up in thy truth: C 
Lord I pray thee flay this infection that rageth in 


more, and ſee if they will turn unto thee. Sat 
me O Lord from this infedion, that I may live 1 
fraiſe and glorify thy name; but, O Lord, if thu 
haſt appointed me to die of it, fit me for death, that 
I may die with comfort; and O Lord I pray thu 
ro help me to bear up under all aflictions for Chriſt bis 
fake. Amen. 

24. He was not a little concerned for the whole 
nation, and begged that God would pardon the fins 
of this land, and bring it nearer to himſelf. 

25. About the beginning of Member 1665, 
this ſweet child was ſmote with the diſtemper, but 
he carried it with admirable patience under the hand 
of God. | 

26. Theſe are ſome of his dying expreſſions, 
The Lord fhall be my phyſician, for be will 
ture both foul and body——— Heaven is the beft hojpi- 
.. It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemett 
good in his eyes, Again It is the Lord that 
taketh away my health, but I will ſay as Job did 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lord. VI. frould l 
longer, I ſhall but fin againſt Ged. Looking vpt 
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" the leaſt finger of his hand to lead me through the dark 

entry of death I wuill reqoice in him. 

fit 27. When a minifter_came to him, among other 

4} things he ſpake ſomewhat of life. He ſaid, 2his is 

a wicked world, yet it is good to live with my parents, 

but it is better to live in heaven. 

bs 28, An hour and an half before his death, the 

"ny ſame miniſter came again to viſit him, and aſked 

OW him, art thou not afraid to die? He anſwered; mo, 
h, if the Lord will but comfort me in that hour. But, 
ſaid the miniſter, how canſt thou expe comfort, ſee- 
ing we deſerve none? He anſwered, no, if I had 
a my deſerts I had been in hell long ago. But, replied 

aer the miniſter, <uhich way doft thou expert comfort and 
de /alvation ſeeing thou art a finner? He anſwered, in 
%% Chriſt alone — In whom, about an hour and an 
half after, he fell aſleep, ſaying, he would take a. 
bat long ſleep charging them that were about him not 
bY to wake him. 


biz He died when he was twelve years, three weeks, 
* and à day old. | 

ins : = 
55, a | 

ul -EXAMPLE IX. 


Of a child that was very eminent when ſhe 
ill ſome memorable paſſages of her life. 


county of Bucks, wha was no ſooner able 


of reaſon, but ſhe began to act as if ſhe was ſancti- 
| tied from the very womb. 1 


- 


ih Was between ſive and fix years old, with: 


+ \ NN. LANE was born at'Go/ebrook in the 
to ſpeak plain, and expreſs any thing confiderable: 


6d dts 


C 6. . She: | 1 
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2. She was very ſollicitous about her ſoul, what 8. F 
would become of it when ſhe ſhould die, and where Nas. 
the ſhou!d live for ever, and what ſhe ſhould do to Gould | 
be ſaved, when ſhe was about five years old. eat d 
M 3 She was wont to be oft engaged in ſecret prayer, mira 

and pouring out of her ſoul in ſuch a manner as is 9. 8 
rarely to be heard of from one of her years. hildre 

4. I having occaſion to lie at Co/ebrook, ſent for Mings 
her father, an old diſciple, an Maelite indeed, nels u 
and deſired him to give me ſome account of his e thi 
experiences, and how the Lord firſt wrought upon er age 
him. ot be 

He gave me this anſwer, that he was from 10. 
2 child ſomewhat civil, honeſt, and, as to man, Wy go. 
| harmleſs, but was little acquainted with the power fſuls, t 
| of religion, till this ſweet child put him upon a other 
thorough inquiry into the ſtate of his ſoul, and would | 


y —— — — 
—— rr . 
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11. 
/ fill be begging of him, and pleading with him to d {co 
' redeem his time, and to act with life and vigour iy Neaſed 
the things of God, which was no ſmall demonſtra- y lac 

f tion to him of the reality of inviſibles, that a very Nous. 
babe and ſuckling ſhould ſpeak fo feelingly about 12. 
the things of God, and be ſo greatly concerned not I ihe (: 
only about her own ſoul, but about her father's tos, t be 1 
which was the occafion of his converſion ; and the nditic 
very thought of it was a quickening to him for thirty ¶ the v 
years, and he hopes never to wear off the impreſſions 13. 
of it from his ſpirit. e chr; 
6. Aſter this ſhe (as I remember) put her father Wl qui 
upon family duties, and if at any time he was long Wat tall 
abſent from his ſhop, ſhe would find him out, and p to 
with much ſweetneis and humility beg of him to Feet tc 
come home, and to remember the preciouſneſs of 14. 
time, for which we muſt all give an account. 2 wor! 
7. She was grieved if ſhe ſaw any that converigd IF plac 
with her father, if they were unprofitable, unſavory, rk fo 

or long in their diſcourſe of common things, : | ji 
„Her 


> 
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8. Her own language was the language of Ca- 
ban. How ſolidly, profitably, and ſpiritually 
ould ſhe talk ? So that ſhe made good people take 
meat delight in her company, and juſtly drew the 
{miration of all that knew her. 

. She could not endure the company of common 
hildren, nor play, but was quite above all thoſe 
 Bhings which moſt children are taken with; her bu- 
| Reis was to be reading, praying, diſcourfing about 
De things of God, and any kind of bufineſs that 
er age and ſtrength was capable of, idle ſhe would 
ot be by any means. 
10. It was the greateſt recreation to her, to hear 
ny good people talking about God, Chriſt, their 
uls, the ſcriptures, or any thing that concerned 
other life. | | 
11. She bad a ſtrange contempt of the world, 
nd ſcorned thoſe things which. moſt are too much 
eaſed with. She could not be brought to wear 
y laces, or any thing that ſhe thought ſuper- 
ous. 
12. She would be complaining to her parents, 
ſhe ſaw any thing in them that ſhe judged would 
dt be for the honour of religion, or ſuitable to that 
dition which the providence of God had ſet them 
the world. 
13. The child was the joy and delight of all 
e chriſtians there-abouts in thoſe times, who was 
Il quickening and raiſing of the ſpirits of thoſe 
g Ft talked with her. This poor babe was a great 
d p to both father and mother, and her memory is 
o Peet to this day. | 
f £14. She continued thus to walk as a ſtranger in 
d 
£ 
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or 
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world, and one that was making haſte to a bet - 
place. And after ſhe had done a great deal of 
rk for God and her own ſoul, and others too, 


ſhe 


= 


EIS. 


_ between ſeven and eight years old, will 
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ſhe was called home to. reit, and received into b 6. 


arms of Jeſus before ſhe was ten years old. im: 
75. 

DE hat (| 

Put w- 

8. 

EXAMPLE ondit 

Of a child that was awakened when ſhe wal fait 


24 
oy, t 
Lord 
aid ſh 
7. Abitha Alder was the daughter of a ho 10. 
and reverend minifter in Kut, who lirefferday 

near Graueſend. She was much inſtructed in H αν, C 
holy ſcriptures and her catechiſm, by her fatheſirang 
and mother, but there appeared nothing extraordi t into 
nary in her till ſhe was between ſeven and eig. Go 
years old. 11. 
2. About which time, when ſhe was ſick, orfÞ:0act 
aſked her, What ſhe thought would become of A her 


ſome account of her laſt hours, and triun 
phant azath. 


if ſhe ſhould die? She anſwered, that ſhe was grell b 
ly afraid that ſhe ſhould go to hell. uſbar 
3. Being aſked why the was afraid of going um, 
hell? She anfwered, becauſe ſhe feared ſhe did ive w 
love God. 12. 
4. Again, being aſked how ſhe did know ſhe dH: 
not love God, ſhe replied, What have I done Mile t. 
God ever fince I was born? And beſides this, I hayſExce:1c 
been taught, that he that loves God keeps his congſ'!m, 7 
mandments, but I have kept none of them at all. 3. 
; Being farther 3 if ſhe would not f Foy 
17) X 


love God ? She anſwered, yes, with all her hea 
if ſhe could, but ſhe found it a hard thing to k inothe 


one ſhe did not ſee. | eeth { 


— 
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1 6. She was adviſed to beg of God a heart to love 
im: She anſwered, ſhe was afraid it was too late. 

7. Being aſked again whether ſhe was not ſorry 
hat ſhe could not love God? She anſwered yes, 
hut was {till afraid it was too late. a a 

8. Upon this, ſeeing her in ſuch a deſponding 
ondition, a dear friend of hers ſpent the next day 
1 faſting and prayer for her. | 

9. After this, that chriſtian friend aſked her how 
She did now? She anſwered with a great deal of 
Moy, that now ſhe bleſſed the Lord, ſhe loved the 

Lord Jeſus dearly, ſhe felt ſhe did love him. O, 
aid ſhe, I love him dearly. 
10. Why, ſaid her friend, did you not ſay yeſ- 
Ferday, that you did not love the Lord, and that 
you could not? What did you mean te ſpeak ſo 
trangely ? Sure (ſaid ſhe) it was Satan that did put 
t into my mind: but now I love him. O bleſſed 
de God for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
11. After this, ſhe had a diſcovery of her ap- 
roaching diſſolution, which was no ſmall comfort 
o her; Anon (ſaid ſhe, with a holy triumph) I 
an be with Jeſus, I am married to him, he is my 
uſband, I am his bride; I have given myſelf to. 
im, and he hath given himſelf to me, and I ſhall. 
ive with him for ever. ; 
12. This ſtrange language made the hearers even 
and aſtoniſhed : but thus ſhe continued for ſome 
e {Fittle time, in a kind of extaſy of joy, admiring the 
xxcellency of Chriſt, rejoicing in her. intereſt in 
con bim, and longing to be with him. 


dy her, obſerved a more than ordinary earneſtneſs 
nd fixedneſs in her countenance; they ſaid one to 


eeth ſomething. 


14. One aſked what it was ſhe fixed her eyes upo 


3 
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13. After a while ſome of her friends ſtandin ; 
mother, Look how earneſtly ſhe looks, ſure ſhe. 
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1. CUlarmnah Bicks was born at Leyden in Hollani 
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ſo eagerly ? I warrant (ſaith one that was by) fy mine1 
ſeeth death a coming. | e did 

15. No (faid ſhe) it is glory that I ſee, it is.tha{Þut dre 
I fix my eye upon. f Go, 

16. One aſked her what was glory like? She pro 
anſwered, I can't ſpeak what, but I am going t o perl 
it; will you go with me? I am going to glory, off 4+ < 
that all of you were to go with me to that glory WP for 
With which words her ſoul took wing. and wenere © 
to the poſſeſſion of that glory which ſhe had ſomckneſ 
believing ſight of before. She died when ſhe walls {0 


between eight and nine years old. toniſl 
olerv: 


— 0 


t lette 
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Mme C 

Of a child that was greatly affected with th... 
things of God, when ſhe was very young 
withan exatt account of her admirable car 

riage upon her Death-bed.. 


Jan. 24, 1650, of very religious parent 
whole great care was to inſtruct and catechiſe th 
their child, and to preſent her to the miniſters off 
the place, to be publickly inſtructed and cate 
chiſed. 

2. It pleaſed the Lord to. bleſs the holy educar ſicl 
tion and good example of, her parents, and cateFild, f 
chiſing to the good of her ſoul, ſo that ſhe ſoouff 
had a true ſavour and reliſh of what ſhe was taught 
and made an admirable uſe of it in a time of neec 
as you ſhall hear afterwards. | 

3. She was a child of great dutifulneſs to her p 
rents, and of a very ſweet, humble, ſpiritual nz 
ture, and not only the truth, but the power a 

D El | 
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Snminency of religion did ſhine in her ſo clearly, that 
e did not only comfort the hearts of her parents, 
ut drew the admiration of all that were witneſſes 
f God's works of love upon her, and may well 
e propoſed as a pattern, not only to children, but 
Mo perſons of riper years. 
. She continued in a courſe of religious duties 
xx ſome conſiderable time, ſo that her life was 
ore excellent than moſt chriſtians, but in her laſt 
ekneſs ſhe excelled herſelf, and her deportment 
as ſo admirable, that partly through wonder and 
toniſhment, and partly through ſorrow, many 
blervable things were paſſed by without commit- 
ng to paper, which deſerved to have been written 
1 letters of gold: but take theſe which follow, as 
me of many which were taken from her dying 
Ms, and firſt publiſhed by religious and judicious 
riſtians in Dutch, afterwards tranſlated, and with 
little alteration of the ſtile (for the benefit of Eng- 
h children) brought into this form by me. 
4. In the month of Augaſt 1664, when the peſti- 
nce raged ſo much in Holland, this ſweet child 
as ſmitten, and as ſoon as ſhe felt herſelf very 
, ſhe was ſaid to break forth with abundance of 
naſe and feeling, in theſe following words: IF 
law abere not my delight, 1 ſhould periſh in my - 
in, 
b. Her father coming to her to encourage her in 
Fr ſickneſs, ſaid to her, be of good comfort my 
uld, for the Lord will be near to thee and us, un- 
er this heavy and ſore trial, he will not forſake us 
ough he chaſten us. Yea father (ſaid ſhe) our 
avenly father doth chaſten us for our profit, that 
e may be partakers of his holineſs ; no chaſtiſe- 
ent ſeemeth for the preſent to be joyous, but grie- 
dus, but afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
| = | _ righteouſneſs 
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righteouſneſs to them which are exerciſed thereby teſt - 
The Lord is now chaſtening of me upon this fil in, h 
bed, but I hope he will bleſs it ſo to me, as to cauſſ mad 
it to yield to me that bleſſed fruit, according to t,: he 
riches of his mercies which fail not. n, ſai 


7. After this, ſhe ſpake to God with her eyes lhembe 

up to heaven, ſaying, Be merciful to me, O father fath 

| be merciſul to me a ſinner, according to thy word. the 

| 8. Then looking upon her ſorrow ful pry ileth. 
ſhe ſaid, It is ſaid, Cajt thy butthen upen the Lullfh. 8! 
and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, and he will never ſuffhiſters 
the righteous to be moved, Therefore, my deqlere ſh 
father and mother, caſt all your care upon hinge m 
who cauſes all things to go well that do concenfſfid hy 


- you. 
9. Her mother ſaid unto her, O my dear chil 
J have no ſmall comfort from the Lord in thee, an 
the fruit of his grace, whereby thou haſt been 


e ne 
ſelf uj 
t kno 


perlen 

much exerciſed unto godlineſs in reading the wor(: wh 
in prayer and gracious diſcourſe, to the edificatiofiiiit a 
of thyſelf and us. The Lord himſelf who gah,. © 
thee to us, make up this loſs, if it be his pleaſaſſy ore 
to take thee away from us. in ſo 
10. Dear mother (ſaid ſhe} though I leave 5014. J 


and you me, yet God will never leave us; for i the i 
ſaid, Con a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
ſhould not hade compaſſion on the fruit of her won 
yet will not I forget thee, behold I hawe gracven ti 
upon the palms of my hands. O comfortable word 
both for mother and children! Mark, dear moths 
how faſt the Lord keeps and holdeth his peop 
that he d@h even grave them upon the palms of i 
hands. Though I muſt part with you, and . 
with me, yet, bleſſed be God, he will never 
either from you or me. : d's d 

11. Being weary with much ſpeaking, ſhe delrWteth f 
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7M reſt a while, but after a little time awaking 


in, her father aſked her how it was with her ? 
ue made no direct anſwer, but aſked what day it 
ny; ? her father ſaid, it was the Lord's day. Well 
n, ſaid ſhe, have you given up my name to be 
iWembered in the publick prayers of the church ? 
oer father told her he had. I have learnt, ſaid ſhe, 
: the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous 
nleth much. | 
412. She had a very high eſteem for the faithful 
ſiſters of Chriſt, and much deſired their company 
eiſhere ſhe was, but knowing the hazard that ſuch 
miſt might expoſe them and the church to, ſhe 
ald by no means ſuffer that the miniſters ſhould 
e near her perſon, but choſe rather to throw 
ſelf upon the arms of the Lord, and to improve 
t knowledge ſhe had in the word, and her former 
 Werience, and the viſits of private chriſtians, and 
Wc which the church had appointed in ſuch caſes 
viſit and comfort the ſick, 
13. One of thoſe which came to viſit her, was of 
Wy great uſe to her to comfort her, and lift her 
in ſome meafure, above the fears of death. 
14. Though young, ſhe was very much concerned 
FF the intereſt of God and religion, for goſpel mi- 
ers, and for the fins, and the decay of the power 
ui godlineſs in her own country, which will further 
"pear by what may follow. 
rn 5. Her father coming in to her, found her in 
extraordinary paſhon of weeping, and aſked her 
Plat was the cauſe of her great ſorrow ? She an- 
Fred, Have I not cauſe to weep, when I hear that 
de Mit was taken ſick this day in his pulpit, 
i went home very ill; is not this a ſad ſign of 
d's diſpleaſure to our country, when God 
teth ſuch a faithful paſtor ? 
10. She had a high valuation of God, and could 
ſpeak 
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. ſpeak in Davis language, Whom have J in hen 


panteth after thee, O God, for God, the living G 


| world. 


the old man, and putting it off, and of the n 
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ut thee, and there is none upon earth I can deſire 
compariſon of thee. She was much lifted up abo 
the fears of death. What elſe was the meanin 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe, O how a7 1 long ! ever 
the hart panteth after the «vater-brooks, fo my | 


When jhall I come and appear before God? 

17. She was a great hater of fin, and did, y 
much grief and ſelf abhorrence reflect upon it: 
that which lay moſt upon her heart, was the « 
ruption of her nature, and original fin. How of 
would ſhe cry out in the words of the pſalmiſt, } 
hold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my noi 
concei de me, and I was altogether bern in ſin. 
could never lay herſelf low enough under a ſenſe 
that original fin which ſhe brought with her intot 


18. She ſpake many things very judiczouſly 


man and putting it on; which ſhewed that ſhe Per, t! 
no ſtranger to converſion, and that ſhe, in fot 
meaſure, underſtood what mortification, ſelf-deni 
and taking up of her croſs, and following of Ch 
meant. That ſcripture was much in her mouth, Thout 
facrifices of God are a contrite heart, a broken ani 
contrite ſpirit, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. TI 
brokenneſs of heart (ſaid ſhe) which is built uf 
and flows from faith, and that faith which is bi 
upon Chriſt, who is the proper and alone fſacriþ>, 8. 
for ſin. Theſe are her own words. 

19. Afterwards ſhe defired to reſt, and when , w. 
had ſlumbered a while ſhe ſaid, O dear father! 
mother, how weak do I feel myſelf! My dear c 
(ſaid her father) God will, in his tender me 
ſtrengthen thee in thy weakneſs. - Yea father 
ſhe) that is my confidence: for it is ſaid, The n 
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he will not break, and the ſmoaking flax he will 


uench. 
zo. Then ſhe diſcourſed excellently of the nature 
faith, and deſired that the eleventh of the Hebrews 
ald be read unto her; at the reading of which, 
» c:yed out, O what a ſtedſaſt faith was that of 
abum, which made him willing to offer up his 
n and only ſon ! Fa:th is the jubſtance of things 
d for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 
wii. Her father and mother hearing her excellent 
 Meourſe, and ſceing her admirable carriage, burſt 
into abundance of tears: upon which, ſhe plead- 
With them to be patient, and content with the hand 
Cod. O (ſaid ſhe) why do you weep at this 
over me, ſeeing I hope, you have no reaſon to 
ſtion, but if the Eord take me out of this miſera- 
world, it ſhall be well with me to all eternity. 
ought to be well ſatisfied, ſeeing it is ſaid, God 
in heaven, and doth wwhatſorver pleaſeth him: 
| do you not pray every day, that the will of God 
be done upon earth, as it is in heaven? Now 


k 
6 


bed, and of this diſeaſe : ſhall we not be con- 


W: extream ſorrow be murmuring againſt God, 
h, Fhout.whoſe good pleaſure nothing comes to paſs. 
Shough I am ſtruck with this ſad diſeaſe, yet be- 
Wic it is the will of God, that doth filence me, 
Iwill, as long as I live, pray that God's will 
de done, and not mine. 
Þ2. Seeing her parents ſtill very much moved, ſhe 
r argued with them from the providence of 
d, which had a ſpecial hand in every common 
Ws, much more in the diſpoſal of the lives of men 
women: Are not two ſparrows fold for a far- 
g, and not one of them falls to the ground with- 
heavenly father? Yea, the hairs of our head 


are 
"> 


Wer, this is God's will, that I ſhould lie upon this 


when our prayers are anſwered ? Would not 
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are all numbered; therefore fear not, you are of other 
value than many ſparrows. Adverſity and profperiÞ req! 
they are both 1 Some things ſeem evil in d pe 
eyes, but the Lord turns all to the good of th 20. 


which are his. | | J her, 
23. She came then to ſpeak particularly conceſſſe an! 
ing the plague : Doth not (ſaid ſhe) the peſtilen!p of 
come from God ? Why elſe doth the Scripture e the 
Shall there be evil in the city which I have not ſallelp. a 
What do thoſe people mean, which ſay, the pe $0 
lence comes from the air? Is not the Lord the Heaven 
tor and ruler of the air, and are not the elemeſt he 
under his government ? Or if they ſay it comes fi 
the earth, Hath he not the ſame power and influeſſe bid 
upon that too? What talk they of a ſhip that cue wil 
from Africa? Have ye not read long ago togetiiſÞ'*, © 
out of Lev. xxvi. 25 ? 7 fall bring a ſword y 7 
ſit he 


you, and avenge the quarrel of my cougnant, 
<vhen you are aſſembled in the cities, then will It 
the peſtilence in the midſt of you. 
24. After this, having taken ſome little reft, 
ſaid, O now is the day for opening the firſt quell 
of the catechiſm, and if we were there, we {he 
hear, that whether in death or life a believe 
Chriſt's, who hath redeemed us by his own prec 
blood from the power of the devil ; and then 
quoted Ram. xiv. 7. 8. For none of us liveth unto! 
felf, and none of us dieth unto himſelf. For avhethir 
live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we dit, 
die unto the Lord, whether then we live or dit, 
are the Lord's. Then be comforted, for whetht 
live or die, I am the Lord's. O why do you 2 
yourſelves thus ! But what ſhall 1 ſay ? with y 
ing I came into the world, and with weeping 11 
go out again. O my dear parents, better is the 
of my death, than the day of my birth. | 
25. When ſhe had thus encouraged her fathet 
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Wother, ſhe deſired her father to pray with her, and 153 
rn requeſt of the Lord that ſhe might have a quiet 4 
d peaceable paſſage into another world. | 
1M 20. After her father had prayed for her, he aſk- 
{ her, whether he ſhould ſend for the phyſician ; 
anſwered by no means, for I am now beyond the 
lp of doctors. But, ſaid he, my child, we are to 
{the ordinary means appointed by the Lord for our 
ep, as long as we hve, and let the Lord do as ſeem- 
th good in his eyes. But, ſaid ſhe, give me the 
W:avenly phyſician, he is the only hejper. .Doth 
Mot he ſay, Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
ivy laden, and I will give you reft ? and doth not 
e bid us call upon him in rhe day of diſtreſs, and 
e will deliver us, and we ſhall glorify him: There- 
re, dear father, call upon him yet again for me. 
27. About this time a chriſtian friend came in to 
it her, who was not a little comforted when he 
eard and ſaw ſo much of the grace of God, living 
a Poor young thing, which could not but ſo far 
fect him as to draw tears of joy and admiration 
om him, and her deportment was ſo teaching, that 
e could not but acknowledge himſelf greatly edified 
nd improved by her carriage and language. 
28, That which was not the leaſt obſervable in her, 1 
as the ardent affection ſhe had for the holy ſcripvfʒ-⁊rk, 
res and her catechiſm; in which ſhe was thorough- 1 


e inſtructed by the godly divines of the place where 1 
a, e lived, which ſhe could not but own as one of the 1 
reateſt mercies next the Lord Chriſt. O how did | 


e bleſs God for her catechiſm, and beg of her fa- 
er to go particularly to thoſe miniſters that had 
Aken ſo much pains with her to inſtruct her in her 
MWatechiſm, and to thank them from her, a dying child, 
or their good inſtructions, and to let them underſtand 
or their encouragement to go on in that work of ca- 
lung, how refreſhing thoſe truths were _ 

er 
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her in the hour of her diſtreſs. O that ſweet Cate 
chiſing, ſaid ſhe, unto which I did always ref 


with gladneſs, and attended without wearineſe. 33 
29. She was much above the vanities of the worll not tc 
and took no pleaſure at all in thoſe things which ufff that « 
ſually take up the heart and time of young ones. S he fa 
would ſay that ſhe was grieved and aſhamed bot face, 
for young and old, to fee how mad they wer bim l 
upon vanity, and how fooliſhly they ſpent the. Hall 
time. 5 my d 
30. She was not forgetful of the care and love ꝗᷓ be w 
her maſter and miſtreſs, which taught her to rea lay a 
and work, but ſhe deſired that hands might alſo bl ther, 
particularly given to them. Indeed ſhe thought bM ſo m 
could never be thankful enough both to God and mij befo! 
for that kindneſs that ſhe had experience of: But i over- 
gain and again ſhe deſired to be ſure to thank ti am z 
miniſter that inſtructed her, either by catechiſing of loſſe: 
preaching. get! 


31. Alter ſome reſt, her father aſked her agaiſ have 
how ſhe did, and began to expreſs ſomewhat of ti haw: 
ſatisfaction and joy that he had taken in her forme tribi 
diligence in her reading the ſcriptures, and writing Chr 
and her dutifulneſs, and that great progreſs that ſh bloo 
had made in the things of God, upon which Nat, 
humbly and ſweetly defired to own God and hi 


kindneſs in her godly education, and ſaid, that gf the 
eſteemed her holy education under ſuch parents an Ged 
miniſters as a greater portion than ten thouſand gil Chr 
ders, for thereby I have learned to comfort myſelf the 


out of the word of God, which the world belidey rig} 
could never have afforded. q 
32. Her father perceiving her to grow very weak I m 
ſaid, I perceive child thou art very weak : It is truſ tha 
Sir (ſaid ſhe) I feel my weakneſs increaſing, and It 
| your ſorrow increaſing too, which is a piece of m 
affliction; be content I pray you, it is the Lord * 
duo 
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a doth it, and let you and I ſay with David, Let us 1 
eſolf fall into the Lord's hands, for his mercies are great. | 
33- She had laid a great charge upon her parents 
orlYY not to be over-grieved for her after her death, urging 1 
h ul that of David upon them, while the child was ſick, 1 
She faſted and wept, but when it died, he waſhed his f 
bot face, and ſate up and eat, and ſaid, Can I bring it 
ven him back again from death, I ſhall go to him but he 't 
the Hall not return to me. So ought you to ſay after | 
death, our child is well, for we know it ſhall (+ 
ebe well with them that truſt in the Lord. She did | 
rea lay a more particular and ſtrict charge upon her mo- 
o ther, ſaying to her, Dear mother, who have done 
t (hi ſo much for me, you muſt promiſe me one thing 
mal before I die; and that is, that you will not ſorrow 
it af over-much for me: I ſpeak thus to you, becauſe I 
am afraid of your great affliftion : conſider others | 
g leſſes, what they have been; remember 70; for- 1 
get not what Chriſt foretold, I the world you ſhall 
ain have tribulation, but be of good cheer, in me you ſhall 
thi have peace: and muſt the apoſtles ſuffer ſo great 
mel tribulation, and muſt we ſuffer none? Did not Jeſus | 
ing Chriſt, my only life and ſaviour, ſweat drops of 1 
1 blood ? Was he not in a bitter agony, mocked, ſpit 11 
hay at, nailed to the croſs, and a ſpear thruſt through 
hi} his bleſſed fide, and all this for my fake, and on 
ha the account of my ſins? Did not he cry out, My 
and God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me Did not 
gull Chriſt hang naked upon the croſs, to purchaſe for me 
1c the garments of ſalvation, and to cloath me with his 
dell righteouſneſs, for there is ſalvation in no other name. L 
34. Being very feeble and weak, ſhe ſaid, O if a 
akY might quietly fleep in the boſom of Jeſus ! and 1 
nu that till then he would ſtrengthen me! O that he 
{eel would take me into his arms, as he did thoſe little 
ones, when he ſaid, Suffer little children to come 
unto me, for of ſuch is _ Ringdom of heaven ; and 
| he 
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he took them into his arms, and laid his lands on them 
and bliſſed them. I lie here as a child, O Lord, I 
am thy child, receive me into thy gracious arms. O 
Lord, Grace! Grace! and not Juſtice! for if thou 
ſhouldſt enter into judgment with me, I cannot 
ſtand, yea, none living ſhould be juſt in thy fight. 

35. After this, ſhe cried out, O how faint am I. 
but fearing leſt ſhe ſhould diſhearten her mother, 
ſhe ſaid, While there is life, there is hope: if it 
ſhould pleaſe the Lord to recover me, how careful 
would I be to pleaſe you in my work and learning, 
and whatſoever you ſhould require of me ! 

36. After this, the Lord did again ſend her 
ſtrength, and ſhe laboured to ſpend it all for Chriſt, 
in the awakening, edifying and comforting of thoſe 
that were about her ; but her chiefeſt endeavour was 


to ſupport her dear parents from extraordinary for: 


row, and to comfort them out of the ſcriptures, tel- 
ling them that ſhe knew that all things did work to- 


gether for the good of them that did lowe God, even 


to thoſe which are called according to his purpoſe. 0 


God, eftabliſh me with thy free ſpirit ! Who ſball ſe. 
parate us from the love of Chriſt? I am perſuaded 


that neither liſe, nor death, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, ſhall ſeparate us from the love of God, which 
is towards us in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. My het 
(ſaith Chriſt) hear my woice, and I know them, and 
they follow me, and I give unto them eternal lift, 
and they ſhall never periſh, and no man ſhall pluck 
them out of my hands, My father who gave them me 
is greater than all, and none ſhall pluck them out of 
ny father's hands. Thus ſhe ſeemed to attain a 
holy confidence in God, and an aſſurance of her 
ſtate as to another world. ; 
37. When ſhe had a little refreſhed herſelf with 


reſt, 
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reſt, ſhe burſt forth with abundance of joy and glad- 
neſs of heart, with a holy triumph of faith, ſaying, 
Death is ſwallowed up in victory, O death where is 
thy fling ? O grave where is thy victory? the fling of 
death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law; but 
thanks be to God, who hath given us the victory 
through our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 

38. That ſhe might the better ſupport her friends, 
ſhe ſtill inſiſted upon that which might take off ſome 
of their burthen, by urging the neceſlity of death : 
We are from the earth, and to the earth wwe muſt re- 
turn : duſt is the mother of us all, the duſt ſhall turn 
to duſt, from whence it is; and the ſpirit to God wha 
gave it. 

39. 'Then ſhe diſcourſed of the ſhortneſs of man's 
life. O what is the life of man! The days of man 
upon the earth are as the graſs, and the flowers of the 
field, fo he flouriſheth ; the wind paſſeth over it, aud 

40. She further urged the fin and ſorrow that did 
attend us in this life, and the longer we live, the 
more we fin; now the Lord will free me from that 


fin and ſorrow. We know not the thoughts of 


God, yet do we know ſo much, that they are 
mercy and peace, and do give an expected end. 
But what ſhall I ſay, my life ſhall not continue 
long, I feel much weakneſs. O Lord, look upon 
me graciouſly, have pity upon my weak diſtreſſed 
heart. I am oppreſſed, undertake for me, that I 
may ſtand faſt and overcome. | 

41, She was very frequent in ſpiritual ejacula- 
tions, and it was no {mall comfort to her, that the 
Lord Chriſt did pray for her, and promiſe to ſend 
his ſpirit to comfort her. It is ſaid (ſaid ſhe) 7 wi. 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another com- 
forter, O let him not leave me! O Lord continue 
with me till thy work be finiſhed, 


D 2 42. She 


it is gone, and his place knows him no more. 0 
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42. She had very low and undervaluing thoughts I gat 
of herſelf, and her own righteouſneſs ; or elſe what wh 
meant her crying out in ſuch language as that, none 
but Chriſt ! without thee I can do nothing ? Chriſt I xx, 
1s the true vine! O let me be a branch of that vine : ſou 
what poor worms are we! O dear father, how lame 


and halting do we go in the ways of God and ſal- 72 
vation? We know but in part, but when that which F ;, 


is perfect is come, then that which is imperfe& 
ſhall be done away O that I had attained to that I a. 
now: But, what are we ourſelves? not only weak- 


neſs and nothingneſs, but wickedneſs. For all the 85 
thoughts and imaginations of man's heart are only bes 
-evil, and that continually : we are, by nature, chil. fag 
dren of wrath, and are conceived and born in fin 
and unrighteouſneſs. Oh! this wretched and vile I i 
thing fin! but thanks to God, who hath redeemed |} io 
me be it. dot 
43. She comforted herſelf and her father in that I ane 


excellent ſcripture, Rom. viii 15, 16, 17. Ye have | 
not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, but | of 
ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, by which ye || ch. 
cry Abba Father. I is the ſpirit that wwitneſſeth ſib 
with our ſpirits, that wwe are the children of God; 
and if children, then ave are heirs, heirs of God, ch 
and joint heirs with Chriſt. You ſee thence, father, 
that I ſhall be a fellow-heir with Chriſt, who hath ſhe 
ſaid, in my Father's houſe are many manſions, if it 
avere not fo, I would have told you, J go to prepare ſhe 
a place for you, I æuill ceme again and take you of 
to myſelf, that where I am there ye may be alſo. fee 
O Lord, take me to thyſelf. Behold, dear mo- he 
ther, he hath prepared a place and dwelling for bo 
„ i 

44. Yea, my dear child, ſaid her mother, he I ta] 
ſhall ſtrengthen you with his holy ſpirit, — wn ha 

a 


LS . ALS — 


, c OT OF © OO 


for Children. 25 
Kath fitted and prepared you fully for that place 
which he hath provided for you. 

45. Yea, mother, it is ſaid in Pſalm Ixxxiv. 
Hoau lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of boſbs, my 
ſoul doth thirſt for the courts of the Lord: one day in 
thy. courts is better than a thouſand; yea, I had ra- 
ther be a door-keeper in the houſe of God, than dwell 
in the tents of the wwicked.. Read that pſalm, dear 
mother, wherewith we may comfort one another. 
As for me, I am more and more ſpent, and draw 
near my laſt hour. | 

46. Then ſhe deſired to be prayed with, and 
begged that the Lord would give her an eaſy paſ- 
ſage. 

= After this ſhe turned to her mother, and, 
with much affection, ſhe ſaid, ah my dear and 


loving mother, that which cometh from the heart, 


doth ordinarily go to the heart, once more come 
and kiſs me before I leave you. 

48. She was not a little concerned about the ſouls 
of the reſt” of her relations, and did particularly 
charge it upon her father to do what he could poſ- 
ſibly to bring them up in the ways of God. O let 
my ſiſter be trained up in the ſcriptures, and cate- 
chiſing, as IJ have been. 

49. J formerly wept for my ſiſter, thinking that 
ſhe would die before me, and now ſhe weepeth for 
me, and then ſhe kiſſed her weeping filter; alſo 
ſhe took her young little ſiſter in her arms, a child 


of ſix months old, and ſhe kiſſed it with much af... 


fection, as if her very bowels had moved within 
her, and ſpoke with many heart-breaking words, 
both to her parents and the children. | 
50. Her father ſpake to one that was by, to 
take the poor little child away from her, from the 
hazard of that fiery diſtemper, and bid his daughter 
3 5 
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to give her to them, for he had already too much 
to bear. Well father, ſaid ſhe, did not God pre- 


ſerve the three children in the fiery furnace; and 


did you not teach me that ſcripture? when thou 
paſſeſi through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither 
hall the flame kindle upon thee. | 
51. She had a very ſtrong faith in the doctrine 
of the reſurrection, and did greatly ſolace her ſoul 
with excellent ſcriptures, which do ſpeak the happy 
ſtate of believers, as ſoon as their ſouls are ſepa- 
rated from their bodies, and what ſhe quoted out of 
the ſcripture, ſhe did excellently and ſuitably ap- 
ply to her own uſe, incomparably above the com- 
mon reach of her ſex and age. That in 1 Cor. xv. 
42. was a good ſupport to her, The body is ſcaun in 
corruption, but it ſhall be raiſed incorruptible ; it is 
fown in diſhonour, it ſball be raiſed in glory; it is 
own in weakneſs, but it ſhall be raiſed in poaver. 
And then ſhe ſweetly applies it, and takes in this 
cordial. Behold, thus it is, and thus it ſhall be 
with my mortal fleſh, Bled are the dead which 
lie in the Lord, becauſe they reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them. The righteous periſh, 
and no man layeth it to heart; aad the upright are 
taken away, and no man regardeth it, that they are 
taken away from the evil to come, they all enter into 
peace, they ſhall reſt in their beds every ene <ho walked 
in their uprightneſs. Behold, now father, I ſhall 
reſt and ſleep in that bed-chamber. 
52. Then ſhe quoted Fob xix. 25, 26, 27. 1 
Luoaso that my redeemer liveth, and that he Hall 
Hand at the ; At end upon the earth ; aud though 


after my ſhin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in ny 


fleſh ſhall I fee God; whom I fhall ſee for myſelf, 
and my eyes fhall behold, and not another's, though 


my 


glory. 


for Children. 27 


my reins be conſumed within me. Behold now, fa- 
ther, this very ſkin which you ſee, and this very 
fleſh which you ſee, ſhall be raiſed up again; and 
theſe very eyes which now are ſo dim, ſhall, on 
that day, ſee and behold my dear and precious re- 
deemer, albeit the worms eat up my fleth, yet with 
theſe eyes fhall I behold God, even I myſelf, and 
not another for me. 

53. Then ſhe quoted Jehr v. 28. Marcel not at 


this, for the hour is coming in which all that are in 


| their graves ſhall hear his voice, and come forth; 


thoſe that bade dine good unto the reſurrection of 
life. See, father, I ſhall riſe in that day, and then 
I ſhall behold my redeemer ; then ſha!l he ſay, 
Cine ye Lleſſed of my father, inherit the Ring- 
dom prepared for you before the beginning of the 
avorld. 

54. Behold now I live, yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me, and the life that JI now live in the 
feſh is by the faith of the ſon of God, who lowed me, 
and gave himſelf for me. I am ſaved, and that 
net of myſelf, it is the gift of God, not of works, 
leaſt any man ſhould buaft. | 

G 5 My dear parents, now we muſt ſhortly part, 
my ſpeech faileth me, pray to the Lord for a quiet 
cloſe to my combat. | | 

56. Her parents replied, ah our dear child! How 
ſad is that to us, that we muſt part? ſhe anſwered, 
I go to heaven, and there we ſhall find one another 


again; I go to Jeſus Chriſt, 


57. Then ſhe comforted herſelf to think of 
her ai; her precious brother and ſiſter again in 
go to my brother Jacob, who did ſo 

much cry and call upon God to the laſt moment of 
his breath : and to my little ſiſter, who was but three 
years old when ſhe died : who, when we aſked 
D 4 her, 


28 A Token 


her, whether ſhe would die? anſwered yes, if it 
be the Lord's will. I will go to my little brother 
if it be the Lord's will, or I will ſtay with my mo- 
ther, if it be the Lord's will. But I know that [ 
ſhall die, and go to heaven and to God. O ſee, 
how ſo ſmall a babe had fo much given it, to be- 
have itſelf every way, and in all things ſo ſubmiſ- 
fively to the will of God, as if it had no will of its 
own ; but if it be the will of God, if it pleaſe 
God; nothing for her, but what was the will and plea- 
ſure of God; and therefore dear father and mother, 
give the Lord thanks for this his free and rich grace, 
and then I ſhall the more gladly be gone. Be gra- 
cious then, O Lord unto me alſo, be gracious to 
me, waſh me throughly from my unrighteouſneſs, 
and cleanſe me from my fin. 

58. After this, her ſpirit was refreſhed with the 
ſenſe of the pardon of her fins, which made her to 
cry out, behold, God hath waſhed away my fins, 
O how do I long to die! The apoſtle ſaid, 7» thi; 
body we earnefily figh and groan, longing for cur 
houſe which is in heaven, that eve may be cloathed 
therewith, Now I alfo lie here ſighing and long- 
ing for that dwelling which is above. In the 
laſt ſermon which I heard, or ever ſhall hear, I 
heard this, which is matter of great comfort unto 
me. | | 
59. Then ſhe repeated ſeveral notable ſcriptures 
which were quoted in that ſermon, afterward ſhe 
deſired to be prayed with, and put petitions into 
their mouths, viz, That all her fins might be for- 
given, that ſhe might have more abundant faith, 
and the aſſurance of it; and the comfort of that 
aſſurance, and the continuation and ſtrength of that 
comfort, according as her neceſſity ſhould require. 
Afterwards ſhe prayed: herſelf, and continued ſome 
time, | | | 60. When 
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60, When prayers were ended, ſhe called to her 
father and mother, and demanded of them, whe- 
ther ſhe had at any time angred or grieved them, 
or done any thing that did not become her? And 
be begged of them to forgive her. 

' 61. They anſwered her, that if all children had 


ul. carried themſelves ſo to their parents as ſhe had 
15 done, there would be leſs grief and ſorrow on all 
e hands than there is; and if any ſuch thing had eſ- 
©" || caped thee, we would forgive it with all our hearts, 
vou have done as became a good child. 

oy 62. Her heart being comforted with her peace with 
God and her parents, ſhe began to diſpoſe of her 
y books ; particularly ſhe intreated her mother to keep 
1 Mr. De Wirs catechiſe lectures, as long as ſhe 
PE lived, for her ſake, and let my little ſiſter have my 


| other books, in remembrance of me. 

OF 63. Then, the ſaid, ſhe felt her breaſt exceeding- 
þ; ly pained, by which ſhe knew that her end was very 
% nigh. Her father ſpake to her as he was able, 
telling her, the Lord would be her ſtrength in the 
hour of her neceſſity. 

85 64. Vea, (ſaid ſhe) The Lord is my ſhepherd, al- 
though I paſs through the valley of the ſhadow of 


| 

1 death, I wwill not fear, for thou art with me, th ll 
WY r2d and thy falt, they comfort me: And it is ſaid, | 
| the ſufferings of this preſent life are not worthy to Ml 
8 be compared wwith the glory that ſhall be revealed in ll 
e. Shall I not ſuffer and endure, ſeeing my glo- |! 

— rious redeemer was pleaſed to ſuffer ſo much for | | 


I me? O how was he mocked and crowned with 
u thorns, that he might purchaſe a crown of righte- | 
ouſneſs for us: And that is the crown of which 
Paul ſpoke, when he ſaid, I have fought the goad 0 
TE. . 1 
Ab, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the i 
faith, henceforth is laid up for me a crown of righte- 
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ouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous judge ſhall 


give unto me in that day; and not only to me, but to 

all who love his appearing. | 
65. Ye are bought wwith a price, therefore glorify 

God with your foul, and bodies, which are his. Muſt 


I not then exalt and bleſs him while I have a being, 


who hath bought me with his blood? Surely he hath 
born our griefs, and took our infirmities, and we 
efleemed him ſmitten and ſiricken of God; But he 
was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for 
our fins : The chaſtiſemeut of our peace was upon 
him, and by his firipes are abe healed, and the Lord 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all, Behold the 
lamb of God that taketh away the fins of the world: 
that lamb is Jeſus Chriſt who hath ſatisfied for my 
fins. So ſaith Paul, Ye are wwaſhed, ye are ſancli- 
fied, ye are juſtiſied in the name of our Lord Jeſus, 
and through the ſpirit of our God. 

66. My end is now very near, now I ſhall put 
on white raiment, and be cloathed before the lamb, 
that ſpotleſs lamb, and with his ſpotleſs righteouſ- 
neſs. Now are the angels making ready to carry 
my ſoul before the throne of God. The/+ are they 


who are come out of great tribulation, who have 


waſhed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the lamb. 

67. She ſpoke this with a dying voice, but full 
of ſpirit, and of the power of faith. 

68. Her lively aſſurance ſhe further uttered in 
the words of the apoſtle; We know that if this 
earthly houſe of our tabernacle be diſſolved, aue 
have one which is built of God, which is eternal in 
the heavens; for in this wwe figh for our houſe, 
he of is in heaven, that we may be cloathed thert- 
with, | 


69. There father, you ſee that my body is 3 
taber- 


for Chilaren. " 2m# 
tabernacle, which now ſhall be broken down; my 
ll ſoul ſhall now part from it, and ſhall be taken up 
to into the heavenly paradiſe, into that heavenly Je- 
| ruſalem. There ſhall I dwell and go no more out, 
/Y bat fit and ſing, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God of 
lt hoſts, the Lord of Sabbath ! Her laſt words were 
2» ff theſe; O Lord God, into thy hands I commit my 
th © ſpirit, O Lord be gracious, be merciful to me a poor 
ve © finffer. —And here ſhe fell afleep. | 
he 70. She died the firſt of September 1664, betwixt 
or | ſeven and eight in the evening, in the fourteenth 
year of her age; having obtained that which ſhe ſo 
oft intreated of the Lord, a quiet and eaſy depar- 
g ture, and the end of her faith the ſalvation of her 
ſoul. 


y 
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5 EXAMPLE XII. 

b, OF the excellent carriage of a Child upon his 

2 death-bed, when but ſeven years old. 

: 
Ji. YA Bicks, the brother of Saſanna Bicks, was | 
5 born in Leiden; and had a religious educa- 


tion under his godly parents, the which the Lord | 
u was pleaſed to fanklify to his converſion, and by it | 
lay in excellent provilions to live upon in an hour | 
of diftreſs. | 3 7 | | 
ny 2. This ſweet little child was viſited of the Lord 
of a very ſore ſickneſs three or four weeks before | 
his ſiſter, of whoſe life and death we have given l 
| you ſome account already: in his diſtemper he was | 
„bor the moſt part very ſleepy and drowſy, till near | 


e. his death, but when he did awake, he was wont to 
be much engaged in prayer. 
* D 6 3. Once 
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3. Once when his parents had been praying with 
him, they aſked him again if they ſhould ſend 
for the phyſician ? No (ſaid he) I will have the 
doctor no more; the Lord will help me: I know 
he will take me to himſelf, and then he ſhall help 


all. | 
4 Ah my dear child, ſaid his father, that grie- 
veth my heart: Well (ſaid the child) father, let us 
pray, and the Lord ſhall be near for my helper. 
5. When his parents had prayed with him again, 


he ſaid, come now dear father and mother, and 


kiſs me, I know that I ſhall die. | 

6. Farewell, dear father and mother, farewell 
dear ſiſter, farewell all. Now ſhall I go to heaven 
unto God and Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy angels: 
Father, know you not what is ſaid by Jeremiab: 
Bleſſed is he who truſteth in the Lord? Now I truſt in 
him, and he will bleſs me. And in 1 Jh 2. it is 
ſaid, Little children lowe not the world, for the world 
paſſeth away. 

7. Away then all that is in the world, away with 
all my pleaſant things in the world : away with my 
dagger, for where I go, there is nothing to do 
with daggers and ſwords : men ſhall not fight there, 
but praiſe God. Away with all my books ; there 
ſhall I know ſufficiently, and be learned- in all 


things of true wiſdom, without books. 


8. His father being touched to hear his child 
ſpeak at this rate, could not well tell what to ſay; 
but, my dear child, the Lord will be near thee, and 
uphold thee. 

9. Yea, father (ſaid he) the Apoſtle Peter ſaid, 
God re ſiſtetb the proud, but he giveth grace to the 


Humble. I ſhall humble myſelf under the mighty 


hand of God, and he ſhall help me and lift me up. 
10. 
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10. O my dear child, ſaid his father, haſt thou 
ſo ſtrong a faith ? | 

11. Yes, ſaid the child, God hath given me ſo 
ſtrong a faith upon himſelf, through Teſs Chriſt, 
that-the devil himſelf ſhall flee from me, for it is 
ſaid, He who believeth in the Son hath everlaſting 
life, and he hath overcome the wicked one. Now 1 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt my redeemer, and he will 
not leave or forſake me, but ſhall give unto me 
eternal life, and then ſhall I fing Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of Sabbath. 

12. Then with a ſhort word of prayer, Lord be 
merciful to me a poor ſinner, he quietly breathed 
out his ſoul, and ſweetly flept in Jeſus, when he was 
about ſeven years old. 


— 


EXAMPLE XIII. 


Of one that began to look towards heaven, 
when he was very young ; with many emi- 
nent paſſages of his life, and joyful death, 
when he was eleven years and three quar- 
ters old. 


1. IO Harvey was born in London, in the year 
1654, his father was a Dutch merchant; he 


was piouſly educated under his virtuous mother, 
and ſoon began to ſuck in divine things with no 


ſmall delight. 


2. The firſt thing very obſervable in him was, ö 
that when he was two years and eight months old, 


he 


- — —_ 
- py 


—— 


— = bo * th — 18 
3 —ů ů ů —ͤ — PII — 


+ - 4 — = — 8 = 
. — ome we ape oe: 


34 A Token © 


he could ſpeak as well as other children do uſually 
at five years old. | 
3. His parents judging, that he was then alittle 
too young to ſend out to ſchool, let him have his 
liberty to play a little about home. But in: 
ſtead of playing, he found out a ſchool of his 
own accord hard by, and went to the ſchool. miſ. 
treſs, and intreated her to teach him to read: and 
ſo he went for ſome time to ſchool without the 
knowledge of his parents, and made a very great 
progreſs in his learning, and was able to read dif- 
tinctly, before moſt children are able to know their 
letters. f 
4. He was wont to aſk many ſerious and weighty 
queſtions, about matters which concerned his ſoul 
and eternity. | 
F. His mother being greatly troubled upon the 
death of one of his uncles, this child came to his 
mother, and ſaid, mother, though my uncle be 


dead, doth not the ſcriptures ſay, he muſt riſe 


again; yea, and I muſt die, and ſo muſt every bo- 
dy, and it will not be long before Chriſt will come 
to judge the world, and then we ſhall ſee one ano- 
ther again, I pray mother, .do not weep ſo much, 
This grave counſel he gave his mother, when he 
was not quite five years old, by which her ſorrow 
for her brother was turned into admiration at her 
child, and ſhe was made to fit filent and quiet un- 
der that ſmarting ſtroke. 

6. After this, his parents removed to Aberazen 
in Scotland, and ſettled their child under an able 
ſchool-maſter there, whoſe cuſtom was upon the 
Lord's day in the morning, to examine his ſcholars 


concernin 8 the ſermons that they had heard the former 


Lord's day, and to add ſome other queſtions which 
might try the underſtanding and knowledge 4 Fa 
0+ 
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ſcholars. His maſter was often amazed at this 
child's anſwers, and took an opportunity to go to 
his mother, to thank her for inſtructing her ſon ſo 
well; but ſhe replied, that he improved in his 
underſtanding, not only by her inſtructions, but 
by his own reading and oblervation. 

7. He was a child that was extraordinary inqui- 
ſitive, and full of good queſtions, and very careful 
to obſerve and remember what he heard. | 

8. He had a great hatred of whatſoever he knew 
to be diſpleaſing to God, and he was ſo greatly 
concerned for the honour of God, that he would 
be much diſpleaſed, if any groſs ſins were com- 
mitted before him. And he had a deep ſenſe of the 
worth of ſouls, and was not a little grieved when 
he ſaw any do that which he knew was dangerous 
to their ſouls. 

. One day ſeeing one of his near relations come 
into his Father's houſe diſtempered with drink, as he 
thought, he quickly went very ſeriouſly to him, 
and wept over him, that he ſhould ſo offend God 


and hazard his ſoul, and begged of him to ſpend 
his time better than in drinking and gaming; and 


this he did, without any inſtruction from his pa- 
rents, but from an inward principle of grace, and 
love to God and ſouls, as it is verily believed. 

10. When he was at play with other children, he 
would be oftentimes putting in ſome word to keep 
them from naughty talk, or wicked actions; and if 
any did take the Lord's name in vain, or do any 
thing unbecoming of a good child, they ſhould 
ſoon hear of it from him; nay, once hearing a boy 
ſpeak very profanely, and that after two or - A ad- 
monitions he would not forbear, nor go out of 
us company neither, he was ſo tranſported "_ 
Zeal, 
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zeal, that he could not forbear falling upon him, to 
beat him, but his mother chiding of him for it, he 
ſaid, that he could not endure to hear the name o 
God ſo abuſed by a wretched boy. This is obſery. 
ed not to vindicate the act, but to take notice o 
his zeal. | 

11. He was a child that took great delight in the 
company of good men, and eſpecially miniſters and 
ſcholars; and if he had any leiſure time, he would 
improve it by viſiting of ſuch, whoſe diſcourſe might 
make him wiſer and better; and when he was inf 
their ſociety, to be ſure his talk was more like a 
chriſtian and a ſcholar than a child. 

12. One day after ſchool-time was over, he paid 
Mr. Andrew Kent (one of the miniſters of Aberaten) 
a viſit, and aſked him ſeveral ſolid queſtions ; bu 
the good man aſked him ſome queſtions out of hi 
catechiſm : and finding him not ſo ready in the 
anſwers as he ſhould have been, did a little reprove 
him, and told him, that he muſt be ſure to get his 
catechiſm perfectly by heart: the child took the re 
proof very well, and went home and ſet' very cloſe 05 
to his catechiſm, and never left it till he got ie 
by heart; and not only ſo, but he would be en 
quiring into the ſenſe and meaning of it. 

13. He was ſo greatly taken with his catechiſm 
that he was not content to learn it himſelf, but he 
would be putting others upon learning it alſo 
eſpecially thoſe that were neareſt to him; he 
could not be ſatisfied till he had perſuaded the 
ſervants to learn it, and when they were at work 
he would be ſtill following them with ſome goo 
queſtion or other; ſo that the child ſeemed to b. 
taken up with the thoughts of his ſoul, God's ho 
nour, and the good of others, 
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14. He was a conſcjentious obſerver of the Lord's 
day, ſpending all the time either in ſecret prayer, 
or reading the ſcriptures, and good books ; learning 
”  Yof his catechiſm, and hearing of the word of God, 

Ind publick duties; and was not only careful in the 

rformance of thoſe duties himſelf, but was ready 
to put all that he knew upon a ſtri& obſervation of 
the Lord's day, and was exceedingly grieved at the 
profanation of it, One Lord's day a ſervant of 
his father's going out of the houſe upon an extra- 
ordinary occaſion, to fetch ſomething that was 
wanted, he took on ſo bitterly, that he could ſcarce 
be pacified, becauſe that holy day was ſo abuſed 
(as he judged) in his father's houſe. | 

15. When he was between ſix and ſeven years 
old, it pleaſed God to afflict him with ſore eyes, 
, {which was no mall grief to him, becauſe it kept 
him from ſchool, which he loved as well as many 
Iboys do their play; and that which was worſe, he 
. was commanded by the doctor not to read any book 
whatſoever at home, But O how was this poor 
Ichild grieved, that he might not have liberty to read 
Ide holy ſcriptures ! and for all their charge he 
would get by himſelf, and ſtand by the window and 
read the bible and other good books; yea, he was 
lo greedy of reading the ſcriptures, and took ſo 
Inuch delight in them, that he would fcarce allow 
himſelf time to dreſs himfelf; for reading the word 
f God was his great delight. Yea, though he had 
een beat for ſtudying ſo much, yet judging it 
z0d's command that he ſhould give himſelf up to 
Weading, he could not be beat off from it, till he 
Nas ſo bad that he had like never to have recovered 
his fight more. | 
16. It was his practice to be much by himſelf in 

5 5 | ſecret 
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ſecret prayer; and he was careful to manage tha 
work, ſo as that it might be as ſecret as poſſibly 
could be, but his frequency and conſtancy made it ters 
to be eaſily obſerved! upon which, one time onehoW 
having a great mind to know what this ſweet babe as t 
proce for, got into a place near him, and heard 

im very earneſtly praying for the church of God 
deſiring that the kingdom of the goſpel might be 
ſpread over the whole world, and that the kingdom 
of grace might more and more come into the hear 
of God's people, and that the kingdom of glor 
might be haſtened. He was wont to continue hall 
an hour, ſometimes an hour, upon his knees to 
gether. 

17. He was much above the vanities that mal 
children are taken with, and was indeed too mucl 
above this world to live long in it. | 

18. He was very humble and modeft, and did b) 
no means affect fineneſs in apparel, but hated any 
thing more than neceſſaries either in cloaths or diet 

19. When he perceived either his brother or ſiſ 
ter pleaſed with their new cloaths, he would, wit 
a great deal of gravity, reprove their folly, anc 
when his reproof ſignified little, he would bewal 
their vanity. Teh: . 

20. Once he had a new ſuit brought him 
which, when he looked on, he found ſome nb 
bons at the knees, at which he was grieved, ak 
ing his mother, Whether thoſe things would keep 
him warm? No, child, ſaid his mother: Why then 
ſaid he, do you ſuffer them to be put here? you a 
miſtaken, if you think ſuch things pleaſe me: and 
I coubt, ſome that are better than us, may war 
the money that this coſt you, to buy thenadi 
bread. | 28 3 00 
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21 He would intreat his mother to have a care 
f gratifying a proud humour in his brother and 
ters, he did tell them of the danger of pride, and 
ow little reaſon they had to be proud of that which 
as their ſhame : for, ſaid he, if it had not been 
xr fin, we ſhould have had no need of cloaths. 
22. At leiſure times he would be talking to his 
Thool-fellows about the things of God, and urge 
Ne neceſſity of a holy life. This text he much ſpoke 
bout to chem; the axe is laid to the root of the tree, 
d every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is 
un down and caſt into the fire, Every mother's 
hild of us, that doth» not bring forth the fruit of 
ood works, ſhall ſhortly be cut down with the axe 
nf God's, wrath, and caſt down into the fire of hell, 
d this he ſpake like one that believed and felt the 
wer of what he ſpake, and not with the leaſt vi- 
Wvility of a childiſh levity of ſpirit. This was 
hen he was between ſeven and eight years old, 
d if he perceived any children unconcerned about 
jeir ſouls, he would be greatly troubled at it. 

23. After this his parents removed not far from 
mdon, where he continued till that dreadful year 
iWxty-five; he was then ſent to the Latin ſchool, 
here he ſoon made a very conſiderable progreſs, 
d was greatly beloved of his maſter; the ſchool 
ribJ$zs his beloved place, and learning his recreation. 
ale was never taught to write, but took it of his 
keepſvn ingenuity. 5 
then 24. fle was exceeding dutiful to his parents, and 
Ju anever did in the leaſt diſpute their commands, 
andÞ&xcept when he thought they might croſs the com- 
wanand of God) as in the forementioned buſineſs of 
thenading the ſcriptures when his eyes were ſo bad. 

. | 25. He was exceedingly contented with any 
|, Hean diet, and to be ſure he would not touch a N. 
OT * 
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of any thing till he had begged God's Bleſſing 
upon it. 

26. He would put his brother and ſiſter upo 
their duties, and obſerved them whether they per ent 
formed them or no, and when he ſaw any neglect, hq 
would ſoon warn them; if he ſaw any. of them take 
a ſpoon into their hands before he had craved ; 
bleſſing, he ſaid, that is juſt like a hog indeed. 

27. His ſiſter was afraid of the darkneſs, andre 
would ſometimes cry upon this account; he told he 
fhe muſt fear God more, and ſhe need then be afraid 
of nothing. 

28. He would humbly put his near relations upoſpang 
their duty, and minding the concerns of their ſoul 
and eternity, with more ſeriouſneſs and life, and tpi 
have a care of doing that which was for the diſho 
nour of God, and the hazard of the ſoul. 

29. He was of a compaſſionate and charitable" 
diſpoſition, and very pitiful to the poor, or any thafſ*!! 
were in diſtreſs, but his greateſt pity was to poof 
ſouls ; and as well as he could he would be putting} 
children, play-fellows, ſervants, and neighbours upoſſser 
minding their precious ſouls. wet 

30. One notable inſtance of his true charity, 
eannot omit. A certain Turk was by the provi 
dence of God caſt into the place where he lived**r2 
which this ſweet child hearing of, had a great pi 
to his ſoul, and ſtudied how he might be any wa 
inſtrumental to do it good; at laſt finding a man thi 
underſtood the language of the Turk, he uſed mean 
to get them together, which he at laſt procured ; th 
firſt thing that he did, was to put his friend upot 
diſcourſing with the Turk about his principles, wheſ'd * 
ther he acknowledged a Deity, which. the Tur 
owning ; the next thing he enquired was, Wt: 
he thought of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? at which th 
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ark was troubled, and put off the diſcourſe, and 
id, he was thirſty and hungry; which the child 
ing informed of, by the interpreter, immediately 
ent to a brew-houſe near at hand (his own bouſe 
ing far off) and did intreat the maſter of it to 
e him ſome beer for the Turk, and che argument 
de uſed was this, Sir, here is a poor ſtranger that 
a-thirſt, we know not where we may be caſt be- 
andre we die: he then went to another place, and 
hbellegged food for him, uſing the ſame argument as 
raid tore; but his friends hearing of it, were angry 
th him, but he told them he did it for a poor 
\porÞanger that was far from home, and he did it that 
Cul might think the better of the chriſtians, and the 
ad triſtian religion. 
ino 31. He would have a ſavoury word to ſay to 
ery one that he converſed with, to put them in 
ind of the worth of Chriſt, and their ſouls; and 
eir nearneſs to eternity. Inſomuch that good 
ople took no ſmall pleaſure in his company. The 
ylor that made his cloaths, would keep them the 
nzer before he brought them home, that he might 
we the benefit of his ſpiritual and chriſtian ſociety, 
d more frequent viſits. | 
zz. He bewailed the miſerable condition of the 
nerality of mankind (when he was about ten years 
1) that were utterly eſtranged from God, though 
ty called him father, yet they were his children 
ly by creation, and not by any likeneſs they had 
God, or intereſt in him. | 
1; cz. Thus he continued walking in the ways of 
1 upoſpd, ingaged in reading, praying, hearing the 
„ wheſprd of God, and ſpiritual diſcourſe, diſcovering 
Turgreby his ſerious thoughts of eternity. 
Whafſ34. He had an earneſt defire, if it might be the 
ch thts good pleaſure, to give himſelf up to the 
Tul Lord 
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Lord in the work of the miniſtry, if he ſhould liy 
and this out of a dear love to Chriſt, and ſouls. ze! 
35. He was (next to the bible) moſt taken wit 4a: 
— of the reverend Mr. Baxter's works, eſpeſ 52: 
cially his Saints Everlaſting Reft ; and truly th 
thoughts of that reſt, and eternity, ſeemed to ſwil 
low up all other thoughts ; and he lived in a con 
ſtant preparation for it, and looked more like on 
that was ripe for glory, than an inhabitant of th 
lower world. 
36. When he was about eleven years and thre 
uarters old, his mother's houſe was viſited with th 


plague ; his eldeſt ſiſter was the firſt that was viſitei +4 
with this diſtemper, and when they were pray], 
for her, he would ſob and weep bitterly. am 
37. As ſoon as he perceived that his ſiſter vi, 
dead, he ſaid, the will of the Lord be done; ble *! 
ſed be the Lord; dear mother, ſaid he, you mul "4 
do as David did, after the child was dead, he we], 
and refreſhed himſelf, and quietly ſubmitted to d faſia 
will of God. that 
38. The reſt of the family held well for aboyf *' ? 
fourteen days, which time he ſpent in religious duff 8 
ties, and preparing for his death; but ſtill his . 4 
vourite book was The Saints Reft, which he rea r 
with great attention, gathering many obſervatior feel, 
out of it in writing, for his own uſe. He wrote en 
veral divine meditations of his own, upon ſever: ©? 
ſubjects; but that which ſeemed moſt admirad'' 2: 
was, A meditation on the excellency of Chriſt. H. 
was never well but when he was more immediatel © _ 
engaged in the ſervice of God. upon 
39. At fourteen days end he was taken ſick, MW. 4- 
which he ſeemed very patient and chearful ; jW-* 
- ſometimes he would ſay that his pain was great. "a 
_ a 
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y 40. His mother looking upon his brother, ſhook 
zer head, at which he aſked if his brother were 
dangerous? She anſwered, yea child; he aſked 
pe zin whether ſhe thought him fo ? the anſwered 
nM nothing ; well, ſaid he, I pray let me have Mr. 
all Za xtcr's book, that 1 may read a little more of 
on cternity, before I go into it. His mother told him 
on that he was not able to read; he ſaid that he was; 
ol however, then pray by me, and for me; his mother 
anſwered, that the was ſo full of grief, that ſhe could 
bre vot pray now, but ſhe defired to hear him pray his 
la prayer. N 
Gel 41. His mother aſked him, whether he were wil- 
yin e to die and leave her? He anſwered, yes, I 
am Willing to leave you and go to my heavenly fa- 
wlll ther. His mother anſwered, child, if thou hadit but 
plell an aſſurance of God's love, I ſhould not be fo 
mull much troubled. 
we 42. He anſwered and ſaid to his mother, I am 
\ hi/ibured, dear mother, that my fins are forgiven, and 
that I ſhall go to heaven, for, ſaid he, here ſtood 
boar angel by me, that told me I ſhould quickly b 
di in glory. | 
is 43. At this his mother burſt forth into tears. O 
real mother, ſaid he, did you but know what joy I 
tions tel, you would not weep, but rejoice, I tel} you 
te Hm ſo full of comfort, that I can't tell you how 
yell Im; O mother, I ſhall preſently have my head 
ral it iy father's boſom, and I ſhall be there, where 
Wh tlic aur and twenty elders caſi down their crowns 
ard fing ballelujah, glory and pr aiſe, to him that fits 
pan the throne, and unto the lamb for ever. 
44. Upon this his ſpeech began to fail him, but 
bis foul ſeemed fill to be taken up with glory, and 
nothing now grieved him but the ſorrow that he 
law his mother to be in for his death ; a little to 
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di vert his mother, he aſked her what ſhe had to fwn 
per, but preſently, in a kind of divine rapture, }: 
cried out, O what ſweet ſupper have I making read; 
for me in. glory. . 

5. But ſeeing all this did rather increaſe, tha; 
allay his mother's grief, he was more troubled. 
and aſked her what ſhe meant thus to offend God. 
know you not that it is the hand of the almighty ? 
Hamble yourſelf unto the mighty hand of God, lay 
yourſelf in the duſt, and kiſs the rod of God, and 
let me ſee you do it in token of your ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, and bow before him. Upon 
which, raiſing himſelf up = little, he gave a lowly 
bow, and ſpoke no more, but went chearfully and 
triumphantly to * a&boſom of Jeſus, 
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